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The Tiwi Islands language map

Munug

Marrikawuyanga

L3

Tikilaru

Bathurst Island Melville Isla

Mantiyupwi



Mudangkala shaped the land and made the Tiwi Islands.

“... and then Mudangkala, the old blind woman arose
from the ground carrying three babies in her arms. As
she crawled in the darkness across the featureless
landscape, seawater followed and filled the imprints
made by her body. Eventually the pools became one and
formed a channel. The old woman continued on her !
journey overland and once again the mc
with the flow of water. Bef e she |
covered the islands WI'[

sea with living creature:
followed” (TLC 2001:11- ‘..___._______________ an

for her children and fo

Apsley Straight — Picture NT
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Macassans and Malays tried to use the Tiwi Islands as a base for trepang
hunting but they were “... speared or driven out” (TLC 2001:12).

The fighting ability of the Tiwi was well known as passing ships only
stopped near the islands when in need of water.

hadl: 10070033512
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Sailing boats — Picture NT



(c) Marthern Territary Librarny

Bathurst Island Mission — Picture NT

hdl: 1007 0r64

Dutch explorers in
1636 and 1644 named
Melville Island ‘Van
Diemans Land’'(TLC
2001:12).

In 1705 the Dutch
searched near both
islands for items to
trade like pearl shell
and trepang, but they
were attacked by Tiwi
men (TLC 2001:12).
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o T:._ Portuguese boats stopped at the Tiwi Islands
PRy hunting for slaves to take to Timor until the early
' 1800s. The French also visited the Tiwi Islands and
} 4 named several locations (Morris 1961:1).
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The British established a trading post known as Fort Dundas

on Melville Island in 1824. Their aim was to compete with the
French and Dutch trading in the area.

The fort was unsuccessful and lasted only five years.

(c) Morthern Territory Libira

hdl 1007052858

Old trench at Fort Dundas - PictureNT



The construction of the fort
took over a month and

Included fitting seven cannons.

The British sailors and free
settlers were engaged In
regular fights with the Tiwi.

The fighting skill and tactics of
the Tiwi impressed and
deflated the British. Captain
Bremer of Fort Dundas
“...found that the natives’
activity was astonishing and
their speed remarkable....
Their prowess and wonderful
precision of the men when
using their sticks or Mura-
koonga thrilled the
Englishmen” (Morris 1964:5).

Melville Island hunters - PictureNT



The Tiwi were not the only
problems for the British.

“Sickness, an unhealthy
climate, mosquitoes and
other annoying insects, a
necessary and continual
vigilance against Natives
Intent on mischief, a feeling
of isolation, hunger, thwarted
attempts by convicts to
escape, drunkenness, the
capture of several vessels by
Asiatic pirates, an earth
tremor, soll too poor for
extensive agriculture, a lack
of anticipated trade, difficult
navigation, gales, poor
housing, insufficient wages,
misconduct on vessels ... ©
(Morris 1964:16).

{c) Maorthern Territory Litirany
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Cooper’s anchorage, Melville Island — Picture NT
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Joe Cooper returned with his
workers in 1905 to attempt
another hunting camp and this
one was more successful.

Joe Cooper (right) became
famous, with some newspapers
calling him the ‘white rajah’.

He hired out his boat for
government officials and their
tours of the Tiwi Islands. He
later became appointed as Sub-
Protector of Aborigines.
“...(O)ne of his roles was to be
responsible for a number of
mainland Aborigines who were
banished to Melville Island as
punishment for crimes...”
(Frawley 2003:11).

hdl:10070/954 4

Joe Cooper — Picture NT
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Buffalo hunting later expanded
into hunting trepang and

crocodiles.

Neville Wigg was a supervisor at
the saw mills during the 1960s
and in his spare time he hunted
crocodiles.

“I'd go out shooting crocodiles at
night time...| used to go back
down to the beach and skin the
crocodiles, with the help of two or
three Melville Islanders... Neville
travelled as far as “...Goose
Creek, Shark Bay, Johnston River
... and Tieyonor Bay right at the
northern tip...” to chase more
ocodiles. Once a fortnight

eville would take the skins to
Darwin bysplane and sell them

« (NTAS 2003).

™

- Crocodiles caught off Melville Island — Picture NT
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Boats were the main transport for Tiwi people.
They also carried many new people who would
call the Tiwi Islands their home.

- B
ﬂxy 3
" -
-“li ‘,,,-_. T’
l;lk:l , 9.9
‘\ bl 2

() Motthern Tervitory Libay - hdl10070M 0626



In 1911
Father Gsell
started the
Bathurst
Island
Mission a
short boat
trip away
from Joe
Cooper’s
camp on
Melville
Island
(Goodale
1982:10).

Bishop Gsell — Picture NT
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After the Catholic mission was
established on Bathurst Island
the government turned its focus
towards Melville Island and
mixed race children.

The government decided to build
a settlement at Garden Point in
1937.

The purpose of the settlement
was to supply rations such as
tea, sugar and flour to local Tiwi
to distract them from dealing
with passing boats and traders
for the same goods.

The settlement would also house
mixed race children from the
Tiwi Islands and other parts of
Australia (Goodale 1982:11-12).

Garden Point , Melville Island — Picture NT



A second settlement was built on Melville Island at
Snake Bay in 1942 as a defence post.

World War Il provided some employment for a number of
Melville Island men who were involved in “...rescuing
distressed pilots and watching for stray mines” (Goodale

1982:12).

RAAF
Squadron on
Melville Island
— Picture NT
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Army truck convoy — Picture NT
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Father Cox drove a number of children in the back of a truck to Darwin and
later by boat to Garden Point. One of those children was Marita Ah Chee
from Alice Springs.

She tells of seeing the sea for the first time. “When we got to Darwin, |
remember this very clearly, because he took us down to the jetty, and put
us on the Margaret Mary. That's the lugger...When we went down there ...
for the desert children to see all that water, it just frightened us. We didn’t
know what was going on. We screamed, we cried, we hang on to Father’s
pants... he took us over, because he knew we were scared, so he come in
wg stopped at Bathurst, and then went on to Garden Point” (NTAS
1979).

Margaret Mary — Picture NT
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