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cilints clotlis, tvllicil are a coarse manufacttire. There is a mosqlle 
at it, btlilt by Amtinzebe. 

Next ial ililportance to these places are Sambre, Pokrun, 
Peepar, So jut, J aiturull, Parlullsir, Deedwana, Fullodee, \Val- 
lotra, and Ryepoor, a11 of a considerable size, alid each ilavillt, a 
poptilsition of about iive thousalid. 

'rl-sere are few forts or stron;,}olds in Joodpoo]*, from the abselice 
of llillsn aaid sczarcely any of the smallel tOWIlS are walled. Jallore 
and Seewanntl are the most celelorated; 40th ale hill brts;; the 
forfiler has about fifteen tilousall(l people, and the fortiticatioll on 
tile llill osel it is the strollgest place in Marwar. It is the state 
prison of tile rajas of Joodpoor, where the turbulent characters or 
relzeis of tile state are confined; alid it has been often the abode 
of the yount,er relatives of the reignino prince. The present raja, 
Aaran Eiin7, was besie^,ed ;11 Jallore tor three years; and his suc- 
cess in mrardinor off his ellemies for so long a period uvas attributed 
to a Jo^,ee, urhicil is; said to have indticed his prepossession for 
tilat class of men. 

Seewanilu is built on a precipitous rock, about tvvo hulld)ed 
and fifty feet llit,h, in a valley suirounded by hills. A detacllillent 
cf two hulidred mell is benerally kept hele, for it is a place of 
some impol tallee, alid narrozsTly watcEled by the goverilmelit. 
'rile +sorks of the fort a3 e inferior, but it has sIbundance of water. 
The tcown lies soutil of tlle fort, t}-le only elitrance to which leads 
thiouobh it. 

SeeWal]llUa1]d Ja110le are at the head Of d;Stl;Cts,aS areall 
P1ACe.S nLelLtiOned in thiS Para^>rAP11 eXCePt PeePAr aX]d \vA1lOtra. 
Sachore is tlle Inost SOUtheln POrtiOn ?f tl1e JOOC1POOr dOmjnjOa1S; 
]bilt tl1St d;SSIiCt And Tl10Se 9tL ;tS YiC;nitY, haVe neVer reCOVCred tl1e 
eCtS Of tTle SeYere fn1;ne OF 1F313, WhiCI1 11aS 1eft the COU11trY 
arOUnd tI1i11IY PCOP]ed anC} POOr1S CU1tiVated. 

AL E X B U R N E S . 

VI.-Geociraphical Mernoar of Melville Island and Port 1z.sF 
sinyton, on the Cobourg PeninsuZa, Northerls Au.strali; with 
somP ob.servaftoxas 07z the Set;tlemenfs whicAz have been establisAled 
on the EJortAt Coast of Netv HolEsmd. Acconlpanied by a Map 
of Nlelville all JSatiltirst Islcllle-]s, alld a llall ot PortEssint,tonS 
Cotilmilniccited ly Majol Calilpbell, 57tl1 Ifoot, brnaerly Conl- 
nlalldilnt (lt lVIelville Isl>licA. ltead 12tl1 all(l 2()th May, 1834. 

Verv little correct local ilifortnation on a most interestin^, part of 
the lloltTlerll const of New I-lolland al1d its nei,,l1bollrin^, islands 
has yet lJeell-laid befble tl1e ptiblic, arising pIobably flonl the littte 
attentiol1 that lias laitlaerto beell pai(l to tilis distant alid 110t 
tllorol1t,llly exploIed portiol1 ot otir J7ritisil domil1iolis. as well as 
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130 Memoir of Mellutlle Island and Port Essington. 

fron] tlae few oppoltunities that navigators or others ha+7e had of 
nlillutely exansiing its sllores or illterior. Many eaia7gerated7 
contradictory, aud erronenus accounts have thlls fiom time to tilue 
appeared conYeyi-lg but confused and usatisfactory itltellit,ence 
respectillg that part of the wolld. And I have beell induced, there- 
fore, at the request of several friends interested ill geographical 
science, to furnish what information on the subject I can, resulting 
from a residence of two years orl this coast. 

Ewperiment! Settlements.-Two settlements were formed on 
the llorth coast of New EColland between 1824 and 182S, and 
sllbseqvlelltly abandoned. One of them was placed in Apsley 
-Stlait, in 1824, the other in Raffles 13ay7 ill 1827; and the inten- 
tiOIl of their formation, with the causes which led to their being 
ultimately abandoned, beizlg either little kllown or misunderstood, 
T shall first explain these pOilltS. 

Previous to 1824, sonle 1nasters of small trading vessels, who 
had beell carrying on a traffic with the islands in- the Indian Archi- 
pelvat,o, bund the trade they had thus embarked in of a de- 
scription that promised a profitable market for Ellropean goods; 
and they aIso observed that several articles of traffic amongst 
these islarlds were obtained Oll the norttlern coast of New Hol3and 
' sch as beche la mer or tripang, and pearl and tortoise-shell.' 
rrhey therefore naturally conclllded that a British settlement on 
that coast might materially facilitate a commercial intercourse, not 
only with the inhabitants of tlle numerotls islands irl the Illdia 
Archipelago, but aIso with the Chillese; alld these observations, on 
being represented, nleeting with a favourable consideratioll in the 
Colonial Department at home, and Governmellt estincing an anxiotls 
desire to extentl our trade in the Indian Seas, arrangemellts were 
soon afterwards entered into for carrying the views founded on 
them into eXect. 

Captain Bremer, C.B., (then commarldill^, H. M. S. Tamar, 
and about to proceed from England to iNew South Wales 
on his +Noay to India,) received instructiolls to take charge of 
an expedition ̂1vhich would be fitted out at Sydney to proceed 
with it to the north coast of New llolland alld to establish a 
settlelnent on such part of that coast as he found would be most 
likely to answer the intentions of Gcxverllment. The settlement 
e3tablished on Melville Island was the result, of the formation of 
which I shall IlOW oive a short account. 

Tlle materials being prepared at SydrleyJ Captain Bremer 
sailed froan Port Jackson on the c24th August, 1824, havint, under 
liS commalld (besides his own ship) two vessels, in mhich were 
embarked two oflicers alld fifty soldiers of the third regiment, a 
stlrgeon, two gentlemen of the Com1nissuriat Department, and 
forty-iive convicts with cattle and variolls stores. rl'he expedition 
proceeded ly the inuel passat ,e7 thl ourh 'rorres' Strait, alld 
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crossing the Gulf of Carpentaria on the 2()th September reached 
Port Essingtoll, where they came to anchor. rl'hey remained 
three dass, but after searchint, in several dilections for water7 aTld 

being unable to discover any, except by digging holes in the sand 
at Point Record,* this circumstance induced Captain Btemer to 
look for a more convenient place more to tile westward. On the 
morning of the c24th Septenlber, accordingly, 3\1e1sille Island was 
seen fionl the mast head, bearing S.W., and at sevell P.W1. the 
expedition allcllored outside ot the reef or shoal called Mermaid 
Shoal which extends westxvard from Cape Van Diemen. The 
25th was occpied by the expeditioll in thleading its way tbrougll 
this intricate and extensive reef, and by halt-past six in the even- 
ing, having cleared it, they anchored ils seven fathoms vater, ofl 
Bathulst lsland. At daylight oll the 26ith they weighed and stood 
for the entrallce between Melville and Bathurst Islads into 
Apsley Strait, and ill the afternoon they anchored ofi Ltlxmoore 
Head in fifteen fathoms. (Luxmoore Heati is a protnontoly of 
Melville Island, within the entrallce of Apsley Strait.) l'lle re- 
mainder of the 26th, the 27th, the 28th, and 29th, were occupied 
in searching for water, but none but what was hrackish was found 
until late on the 29th, when a small stream was met Witll by 
Captain Brenser: this decided him to establish the new settlenaeJlt 
in Apsley Strait, on the Melville Island side The most elit,ible 
spot that presented itself v7as sis miles higher up than Luxmoore 
Head; and on the 30th Septembel the soldiers and convicts MZere 

landed, and the operation of clearillg away ground on which to 
erect buildings was immediately commenced. 

The spot {ixed UpOll by Captain Bremer for the settlement was 
named by him Point Barlow, in compliment to Captain Barlow, 
3rd Reginlent, who was appointed Commandant; a low point of 
land to the N.\V. of it was called Garden Point; and these two 
pOilltS formed the extremities of a small bay, which becaule the 
ancllorat,e, and was named King's Cove. The beach around it, 
as urell as to the S.E. of the intellded settlement, was low, muddy, 
and lined with mangro^7esfi and the higher grounds were coveled 
with a dense forest. 

By the Glst October, thl^ough the united efforts of the sailorss 
soldierst and convicts, the settlement was ill a great state of fol_ 
erardness: alld this beillg the anniversary of the battle of Trafalgar 
Captain Brerner landed some gunsalld nlotlnted them on the blt, 
wllich was now 1learly completed; a loyal salute was fired; and 
hesides the names already mentioned, others wele given. That 
part of Apsley Strait betweell Ha3ris Island arld Luxmoore Head 
was named lort Cockburll and the work ntas called Fol t Dundas. 

* Name(l by CaI)tain Bremer from the circumstance of having buried a bottle on 
the s})()t1 in which was an accollnt of his proceedings on laxldislg at Port Essiu?;ton, 

K $ 
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On the 13th Novembel, tlle fort, wharf, soldiers' huts, officers' 
houses, alld commissariat store, being conlpleted, also an excel- 
lent sell thirty feet deep aled six in diameter, and the pro- 
visions all landed, Capta1n Bremer took his departure for Illdia, 
leaving an officer allal thirty marilles to assist ill tlse protec- 
tion of the settlement. The establishment at this time svas as 
follo5rs: Captaill 13al low and Lieutellallt Everard, 3rd Regiment; 
Lieutenallt Williamson, Royal Marines; Assisturlt-Sul geon Turller, 
Roval Artillery; Mr. Miller, Commissariat Departtnent; Mr. 
Tollemache, Commissariat Storekeeper; thirty soldiers of the 
Royal Malines; fifty of Srd Regiment; and forty-five CO)IYiCtS. 

Olle small vessel of about sisty tons (the Lady Nelson) vas also 
left for the purpose of being employed in procllring supplies fiom 
the island of Wimor. 

The first object viz. clearin^, asay a small space of ground 
to ellable the settlers to erect huts for shelter, stores, and all hos- 
pital, ill a country thickly wooded, stlr r otlnded by nlangrove 
swanlps, and under a burllilz^, sun required no ordinary exertion; 
btlt by tlle perseverallce of the 1lsilitary and prisollers, aided by 
tle crew of the Tamar frigte, the fort ̂ Tas finished, a temporary 
whalf formed, and lluts sufficiellt for shelter were constxucted, in 
seventy-four days; subsequent to which and the departure of the 
lamar, the COllViCtS (forty-fis!e in number) were the only labourers 
that coukl be emp]o-ed in cleariilg away alld bringing the ground 
illtO a state of cultivation, every other illdividtlal havillt, abundant 
occupation to make hilnself by any means colllfortable and secure. 
As the huts were unavoidably erected close to the standint, timber, 
the natives, who constantly Ilovered througll the forest, vere ex- 
tremely trotlblesome, frequently thron1ving tlleir spears into tlle 
huts and hospital; scurvy and at,ue also soon appeared, and, di- 
minishing the llunlber of worklnell, retarded exceedillgly the ope- 
ration of clearing; and tlle difliculties experienceKl in coznlnuni- 
catin^, with Sydney occasioned other drawbacks, as will in tlle 
sequel appear. 

From the great distance between Melville lsland and Sydlley, 
and the total want of any direct illtercourse. very little vas kllown 
about the settlement even ill Jtlly, 18626. Towards the elld of 
1S25, one set of despatches reached Sydney, nshicll had beell sent 
via Batavia ol India; and these did not collvey a very favouraljle 
repolt of the new settlement, the Commandant havillg experiellced 
many unexpected diffictllties, the principal of vvhich vveae, ̂ vallt 
of fesh provisions and vet,etables; inadequate matelials for carry- 
illt, on field labour; scurvy, alxd a great deal of sicklless; seversll 
deaths hicll had taken place; the loss of the Lady Nelson, 
^vllich was sent for supplies to the island of Timol, in Febrllary, 
1825, alld neser afterwards heard of; and also of a scilooncr czalled 
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thc Stedcomb, which the Commandant had enato,ed, in place of 
tlle Lady Nelson, to procure bufftlos frotn Coepang Timor, and 
whicll sailed from l!lielville lsland in Febrtlary, 1826, and never 
ret(lrned, leavint, been taken by pirates off the east end of Timor. 
The settlement was thus left without fresh meat or vegetables, 
which latter cotlld not be produced in sufiicierlt qualltity; and 
scllrvy thus broke out, alld raved for many months ill a very aIarno- 
illt, det,ree. Supplies of flour, pickles, arld pl esersZeA nleats were) 
afterwards sellt fl-orrl Sydney, in the ship Sir Pllilip Dtlndas wl-licEl 
reached ;Melville Island itl the begintlint, of 1S26; and anotller 
vessel (the lMelnlaid cutter), despatched flom Sydney in 3S/larch 
1826, arriVed at tl2e Sett1en1ent On the 5th ALI,,USt. 'these delays 
alld losses occasioned not only great impediments to the improve- 
snent of the settlemellt, but lett the Governor of New SOUth 
W:Vales in much allxiety respecting it. 

At the beginllillt, of Au^,ust, 1$826, his Excellency Lielstenant- 
General Darling, thell Governor of New South Wales, was 
pleased to appoint nle Comulanciant of Melville Island, ancl 
directed me to embark on boat-d the Colonial schooner Isabella, 
with a detacllment of troops, some CO11ViCtS, and various stores, as 
well as live stock, alld to proceed with all despatch throu3h Torres 
Straits to relieve Captain Barlow and his detachment. 011 tlle 
19th Allgust we left Port Jackson and reachetl l\/Ielville Island 
Oll the 19th September. The officers and mell who had fornled 
the settlemetlt, and had been tllere abotlt two years, were rejoiced 
to find that a relief had arrived for them; they gave us a discou- 
ragitlg account of tlle oppressiveness of the climate, the scarcity 
of vegetables, the deficienc) of fresh meat, the almost impossilxility 
of procurint, fish, the dreariness of the situation- (1lever havillg 
been visited by any otler than the two small colollial vessels 
already mentioned as sent from Sydney with supplies by a mall- 
of-war's boat, which came in for a few hotlrs, whilst tlle man- 
of-war, the Slaney, remailled outside the reefs, about ei ,hteen 
miles ofi; and 1 believe also that H. M. ship Larne had touched 
there)-the hostility of the 1latives, alld many other mortificatiolls 
which conseyed but a gloomy picture of the settlement. I was, 
1lowever, fortunately llot of a temperamellt to be cast down by 
these accounts; but on the colltrary rejoiced that I had been 
placed in so novel and interesting a situation, alld looked forward 
vith a pleasing allticipation that patience, exeltion, and slldustry 
woalld soon brillg the settlelllent to allswer the illtentions of Go- 
vernment in hasing formed it. 

As the siew-s of Government in wishint, to establish a com- 
mercial depot have been already lllelltioned, and two years' trial 
had 110W been given, certainly mith very limited mealls, I shall llere 
state sucll observatiolls as I macle ialtnediately after my arrivalw 
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and illtroduce the substance of my, first report to his Excellency 
the Govelllor of New South Wales. 

Tlle nurnber of persolls landed at the settlement in 1824 
amoullted to about one hundred and twenty-six; and during the 
period of two aears whicll elapsed before my arrival, eight soldiers 
and four collvicts had died, but two of these had been drowned, 
and one died in consequence of spear-wountls received from the 
Ilatives. 

The appealance of the military and prisoners (although theil 
complexions wele sallo^7v) was that of health; and from the state- 
mellt of Ds. Turner I formed an opinion that Melville Island 
could rsot be called very unhealthy, and that the salubrity of the 
clilllate, with common precaution, was by llO means illferior to 
ll]OSt under the same parallel. 

'rhe amount of population,,after Captain Barlow sailed, was as 
follows: one hundred alld fifteen males, fifty-four of whom were 
prisoners, alld six females, besides fourteen saslors on bourd of 
slip. Tlle live-stock collsisted of sixteen head of horned cattle, 
twenty-three sheep and lambs, and fifty-four head of swine, (all 
kept exclusively for breeding ;) besides which, sixteell buSaloes 
for s}atlghter had just been landed from Timor. Of land 
cleared of timber there were fifty-tsvo acres, three of them 
cultivated; and ninetyfive acres on which the timber was felled, 
but not cleared ofF. The buildings consisted of three woodell 
houses for officers, one for soldiers, olle for an hospital, two 
store-houses, thirteen huts for the prisoners, and seven for the 
Royal Marilles. The huts vere in general miserable hovels, COI1- 

structed hastily and irregularly. 
In lookillg about the settlement, things appeared in a more 

backward state than they should have been aftcr an occupation of 
tvo years; but this was owing to the scarcity of workmen, the 
total cleficiency of any draut,ht animals, and the ^1vant of good 
mechallics. The gardells were very backward; there not being 
any colnpetellt person to attend to them until a few weeks pre- 
vious to my arrival. The soil near the sea was very rocky and 
difficult to the spade, and on this ground a governmellt garden 
was marked out in 1824. Melons atld pumpkins grew well in it, 
and where there was any depth of soil it was found to be tood, 
and all seeds planted there sprung up quickly; but what Nature 
did for tllem ̂ 1vas counteracted by an incapable gardener. 

'I'he Malays had never been seen near Melville Islatld, nor llad 
any vessel sisitecl it up to the present period, exceptinn tlle 
English men ofLwar and government colonial store-ships already 
melltioned. 

The approach to Apsley Strait was intricate, attended mith 
dant,er, alld required *lauch cautioal, in collsequence of extensive 



Memoir of Melville Island azad Port Essington. iso 

reefs, strong ctlrrents, and sand-banks, which embarrasseal its 
entrance, ad of which I sball speak mc)re fully ill another place; 

but I then thought it might be rendeled safer by mealls of buoys. 

Melville Island is situated between the parallels 11? 8' S()" 
and 1 1? ;)6' S., alld extends west and east fi om longitude 130? 20' 
to 131? 34t E. I t lies oS the nortla coust of New Hollanbl, fi om 
which its eastern end is distallt fifteell nliles. Tlle sea betssreen 
Melville Islalld alld the lllain was nnIlled Clarellce Stl ait by 
Captain lking, alld is studded with small islancls, lsocks, allcl 
reefs, betweell which rurl rapid curlellts. It is {ive (lebrees to 
tlle w7estwalsd of tlle Gtllf of (Calpelltalia. 

Isht NlOSt northern and western pOillt of 2steIville lslantl (Capc 
Van Diemel) is three hunclrecl and thirty miles distallt fi(lll tlle 
islalld of TimoJ, tlle ceutle of whicll isl.lrld beals Nv*N.X\r. froxn 
it; and the Dutch seat of goYernmellt at CoXpallg is fuar hutldled 
xliles distant. 

Inhe extreme lengtll of Melville Islalld flom Cape tiTaIl Diemen 
to Cape Keith is seventy-five miles; alld its breadth, from Cape 
Radfold on tlle 1lolth side, tu Cape (;anll)ier on the svtltll, is 
thirty-severl. The surface of the islnd is lossr alld gelltly undu- 
latint, averagint, frotrs twellty to sevellty feet al:ove the sea; but 
there are a few small elevations tovards tlle southern side, of pro- 
bably t%70 hundred feet heit,ht. 

A1elville Island is separated from Bathutst Island by a strait, 
varyino from fotlr miles to one and a llalf in breaalttl, aIld forty-six 
laliles long. This strait is called Apsley Strait. Bathtllst lslallct 
is of a triangular shape, each side measulirlg about isty llliles. 
Its surface and its productions are similal^ to th(vse of Aflelville 
Island The northerl1 lille of coast of Alelville Island axld tlle 
north-western side of Bathurst are generally low and lillecl with 
mangroves. The easterll, western, and soutla sides al e ulore 
elevated, and sometimes abrupt forming cliSs or clay batks, 
Both those islands are vvell clothed with srood, presentin:, one 
mass of darL green folia8e, exceptillg at the western elld of 
Bathurst Island, which is sandy, and of a barrell aspectn-the 
trees beil^, scattered and stunted from expostlre to tlle strollg 
blast of the north-west monsool. 

ln October, ] 827, I examined the north coast of Melville 
Island, hoping to find some good harbours, or a naore eligible 
situatson for the settleInellt thal1 Apsley Strait ploved to lje; but 
the whole line of this coast I foulld lined w1th an (llnost continued 
bal rier of luangroves, except a few places tllere there were 
abrtlpt banks, twellty feet lligh, of a red ferrugillolls clay; tlle 
bays utere all shallow, exposeti to tlle lsortll .1zd t<oltll-west rilids7 
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unfit for anchorage for ans other than small craft or boats; and 
the heads of these bays terminated il1 salt-water creek.s, surroundecl 
by tllick beSts of mangrove. I observed t^o fine abrupt sand 
beaches ts3wards the eastern elld of the island; tlle one extending 
fronl Lethbrid.,e Bay to near Smoky Pc)int, and the other es- 
tending fron1 Brelltol1 Bay to near Point Jahleel; both face tl]e 
orth-west, al1d ale a t,reat resort of turtle. 
As tlle coulm-allders of those vessels that visited the settlement 

durin,:, my comn1and renlarked 011 the great difficulties of the 
entra11ce into Apsley Strait, 1nany of tilemn aIthough several times 
in the strait, havin* frequently touched vn the rocks or sl-1ouls, 
and been sol11etin1es? in ccllms, driven or drifted by currents to the 
southward of the island; and as I possessed 110 chart of the whole 
of Apsley Stlait, or even of these islands, I determil1ed 011 sur- 
reying the whole, partictllarly exansining the southern end of the 
Strait, which had only been vnce before approacl1ed by any vessel 
(that of Captain King, in 1818); and I ho)ed that by findillg a 
s2fe entrance at that end the prospects of the settlement would be 

aterially ituploved. 

In March, 1827, I entered *lpon this sulvey, taking the basis of 
my operations fiom Garden Point,- the exact SitElAtiOIl of which 
had bee1l carefu11y fixed, il1 1824, by Lieutena-nt Roe, of H. WI. S. 
Tamar, who also l1ad survexed and drawll a good chart of the 
northern end of the strait3. The result of rny survey, 7hich oc- 
cupied 1line days, was as follows :- From the settlelllent to wittlin 
seven miles of the sea at the southern end of the st'aits, (a dis- 
tance of thirty miles,) the cllallnel is safe and deep enough for any 
vessel; but at seven miles Witilill tile entrance of the straits, com- 
n1encing at an inlet natned Medilsa, 1 folllld the passage intlicate 
and dallt,erous, tl-le chanllel narrow, and winding betsseen sand- 
banks alld coral reefs, u7hich are covered at half-flood, some dry 
at low water, and others having thell half a fathoxn eater upon 
tlsem. These dalzgers fisst appear il1 a circular basin (which I 

amed Shoal Basix1) near where Captain King anchored al d 
terminatecl his attempt to pass through the straits ill 1818. The 
mouth of the strait is about three-quarters of a mile vide, having 
seven f.athon1s water in mid-challnel > it opens illtO a wide bay, 
hich at hit,h-water appears to be devoid of any dant,er, but at 
half ticle extellsive -sand-banks are exposed and extel1d almost 
entirely across and around the bay, 1eaving a very narrow alld 
windint, chal1llel on the eastern side, varyin,:, ill depth at low water 
frotn ten to two fithoms. This bay is three miles sides and at 
low ssZater there is no perceptible passat,e to the OpEtl sea, the 
sand-banks estendint, seavald <dS far as the eye can reach. lt was 
at the time of srin^, tides that I was thele., and the svatel rose al1d 
tell fourteel1 feet; tlle tide ran at the rate of five miles an hour. 
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In the chart I have 1lamed this bay Shoal Bay; it is in lat. 11 48t 
South, and long. 1o0? 43' East. 

I remained tsro days outside of the southein elltrance soulidill^,, 
and endeavouring to filid a passage otit to the opell sea; but the 
sand-banlis were so numerous, and tile wiliding channel throu^,h 
thein so nairow, mith the soundinOs irietular, that I o!as oblit,ed 
to desist. I mas nioreover limited with regard to time, and as I 
had neither a chart nor chronometels to assist nie itl making d qlliCk 

return to the settlenzent round Batllurst Island, or l)y the eastN!;lrd 
through Clarence or I)undas Straits, rotilid tIIelville Islalid, as 1 
il.1d ilitelided, (plovided I could have ,ot easily out,) 1 was most 
reluct;ntly coIIlpelled to retuin, clisappoilited ill Iny hopes. I 
lcinded and examilled a slalull loYv island tilat is situated in tlle bKly 
outside of tile strcit: from tile fiock of pelicalis seel1 lipon it I 
namcd it Pelicall Island; but, Il,uoll subsequent refeBlelice to 
Captain Kig's chart, I found tilat it had alleady been designated 
one of the 1Auchanan lsles. 

Botil :NIelville and Bathurst Islands, which form the strait, 
present the same unvaried and gloonly appealance tlarout,llout. 
Tlle lulid is ilivariably low, intersected by swamps in the loNZest 
parts, and the hit,her ground is one contillued forest. I'lle sllore, 
from one end of the strait to the other, is bordered by a l)road 
belt of illlpenetrable mant,roves, and indented by *ulllerous salt- 
water creeks, hich present the appearallce of rivers; tlle *tpper 
part of these creeks ,enerally termillating ill salt Illarslles, tllrough 
N;hicll draill small streams of water, WhiCtl iS tlltls brackish even 
when the tide is out. Son-le of tllese creeks stletch inlulld seven 
or eight miles. 

Mertnaid Shoal.-Duril, nsy lesidence Oll Melville Island, I 
thrice examined tl]e Mermaid shoal which had occasioned great 
dmbarrassment to sessels approaching Apsley Strait. 

This shoal extends eit,hteen miles ila a vvesterly direction frolll 
Cape Vall Dienlen, and, 1 believe, vttas named by Captail] Killg 
after the vessel he sailed irl, when surveyinb the N. and N.\v. 
coast of Austlalia; allti its probalule boutldary is laid dourn ill 
that otSicer's excellent cllart. Conlmencillg from Cape Van Die- 
nen, it runs out ill a northerly direction five miles; its llorthern 
boull(laly then trellds asay W.S.W. nearly ei,,hteen nliles. At 
the western elld there is a sand Lsallk running S.E. and N.X\r., 
about sevell tniles lollt,, and sometimes visible at low water 
mthich is separated flom the lest of the shoul l)y a narrowcllannel, 
in Nthicll tlle depth of water is very variable in collsequellce of 
fiequent ovelfollls of the ,roulld; and the tide runs very rapidly 
throu^,h it. At llalf Hood I foulld the soulldints vary as folloszs, 
viz.: 10, 7, S, 3, 10, 4, 7, 6, 8, 9, 10 fathollls. Between this 

xhallnel allcl the CO'clSt} extellding trom Cape Van Diemetl to 
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Piper's Head, the shoal consists of clusters of coral rocks. The 
southern side projects in a S.S.W. direction frotn Piper's Head, 
elltering about a milc and a half into St. Asaph's Bay, and thence 
runs N.N.W. to within a mile of the sand-bank already mentioned. 
A shoal also runs out in a N.W. direction from Point Brace, 
(the western poillt of entrance to Apsley Strait) extending to the 
northNrard of the point two uliles and a quarter, and to the west- 
ward five miles and a half. rrhe outward border of this shoal 
is two miles distant from that of the Mermaid; and if a vessel 
entering or going out of Apsley Strait keeps ill mid chalallel, 
it will have good soundillgs from eight to twellty fathoms; b.lt 
near the shoals on each side the soundings rapidly alter; pelhaps 
ill two successive heaves of the lead, from nine to six and three 
fathoms, thereby requirint very great caution. Ftlrtller, from the 
frequently muddy colour of the svater it is difficult to distillguish 
the immediate vicinity of the shoals. In boisterolls weather the 
winds and culrents together cause such a broken and aoitated sea 
all across the channel, that it would be very dallgerous for any 
ship to v-enture through in such weather. 

'rhe anchorage in Kint,'s Cove, althout,h tell nsiles within the 
straits, is not at all times secure. The bottom is soft mud, with 
the grounfl rising rapidly towards the shore, and strotlg culrents 
sweep round the cove; in squally weather, tllerefore, with the 
wind off the land, vessels are liable to draw their anchors. The 
Mermaid, Isabella schooner, and the Lady Nelson brig, did so at 
diSerent periocls. 

Reef between Cape Fleeming and Poirlt Jahleel. It may also 
be considered relevarst, that I should melltioll a dant,erous reef 
wllicll lies of the easterIl end of Melxille Island. 1 presume it 
was observed by Captain King, but I am not aware that it was 
particularly remarked; alld I was ignolant of its existence until t 
found myself hard and fast upon it througll the carelessness of the 
mate upon watch, as I was proceedillg from Melville Island towards 
the Cobolll g Pellinsula ill 1827. 0ur bearillt,s were then as 
follows:- 

1st. Point Jahleel bore W. by N. SiX uliles and a half distant. 
Glld The most distant point to the S.E., supposed Cape 

Fleeluillg, bore S.E. by S. four miles. 
3rd. The nearest land, narned by me Point Dou set, bore 

S. ffi M. thlee luiles and one quarter. 
4th. A point on tlle eastern side of a. deep bay, (named Disaster 

Bay in my chart,) bore S.%T.4W. four miles clistant. 
From the appearance of broken and light cololaled water, the 

reef appeared to extend betweell three al d four miles in a crescent 
foltnv and in detached patclles, the convex sicle facil-l,, the eslst D 

ward 
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The interior of Melville Island is very difficult of access, ill 
collsequellce of altnost impelletrable mangrove-swamps and close 
forest; and in my several excursions illtO its interior, for the pur- 
pose of surveying alld penetl ating in direct lines from the coast, 
1 foulld the features of the country always similar. From the 
closeness of the trees and want of elevated spots, T could seldom 
see beyond three or four hulldred yards, and uly movements were 
always guided by compass. 

When seen from the sea tlae island has a pleasillto, appearallce 
in consequence of its gelltly undulatin^, surface alld beint, thickly 
woodecl; but when on shore its beauty vallishes, a mollotonous 
succession of salt-water creeks, maalgrove-swalups, all forest, 
(the trees of which are ,ea-lerally of the same appearallce, having 
lollg bare trunks a,nd very scanty foliage,) speedily surfeiting the 
most ardent admirer of the beauties of nature. 

The elevated gl-ound sometimes runs in narrow strips alld at 
others extends widely; the slopes generally termillate in a swamp, 
but yet sometimes they have open 3paces of alid fiat ground at 
their base of from fiAy to a hundred acles in extent, covereEl only 
with low shrubs and thin coarse grass. Here alld there are also 
plaills of dry mud witllout any vet,etation. Ttle surface of the 
elevated ground is very stony being covered with small shining 
masses of irorlstone, havint a metallic lustre, as if they llad bee 
ejected from a furnace The sloping sides are less stony, and the 
fat ground is gellerally quite free from stone. Streams of water 
are scarce throughout the island, but the swamp water is gellerallv 
drinkable; and by sinking; wells a constant supply of excellent 
vater is obtained. The swamps are getlerally full of lolig grass 
and reeds, intermixed with sulall trees; and leaclint, illtO these 
swanlps are narrow gullies choked up witll a kind of calle or ratall, 
(Flageltaria i?dica, Linn.) Excursions illtO the interior are at- 
tended with excessive fatig}e ;}nd mtlch risk, the leading causes of 
which are the oppressive heat experienced in the close forest, where 
the air is seldom in snotion; the myriads of sand-tAies which 
infest and torment the traveller whenever he stallds still or rests for 
an instant, ald the collstant alertness demanded to guard at,ainst 
the llostile natives. 

Soal and Prodatotions of Metuitle Island. After four years' ex- 
perience, we found the soil of Melville Island ill gelleral to be of 
an infelior quality, partaking of the character of the ironstone 
which is so ,enerally diflused over it. The subsoil after digginc, 
two feet and a half, is much better, beillt, a brown rllould of a 
saponaceous texture. This is the character of the soil on the 
elevated ground at a little distallce from the shore; close to the 
shore it is sery rocky, and tlle rocks are t,erierally of a ferlu- 
gillOUS nature heavY, brittle? and splirltely in the fracture; the soil 
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is li,ht and shallow, illtcrmiD;ed with much salld and ̂ ,ravel. BorS 
derinc, on the ssvalnps, it is richer and more productive, but some- 
times so darls in colour (alloost black) that) by attractillg the 
heat of the sun, it burns tlp tlle vegetables ohicll it had qllickly 
produced. After cligging a iw feet below the surface, the glound 
is frequently fbund to lze of a wllitish clayey natule. There are 
many {3at pieces of ,round llear the ssrtclmps whicil I think 
capable of ploducitlg lice; btlt we had 1leithel the mealls 1lor tl-le 
oppoltunity of tryil]g experil-lents utittl that glain; alld the 
results of OU1' trials of tile productive qualities of the soil, gene- 
ully, vill be fond attelwatds. 

't'he *et,vetable prodtlctions illdigeilots to ,Melville Island are 
various ancl al)undant, vegetatioll beint, certainly aItot,ether very 
lusuriallt, and dtlrillg the whole year thele was plenty of grass for 
the sul)sistence of oul cattle. rl'he timber is in general of a use- 
ful quality i and altllotlgil trees which are sulall in the stem pre- 
domillate, yet there are ulany of considerable dimensions and 
applicable to nouse-buildint,, furniture, ship and boat building, 
alld to agriculttlral purposes. The largext tinwber measured sixty 
feet of sfem, and thlee feet ial diameter; and the average number 
of trees to an acre is aI)out one hundred and twenty, but some- 
tinses they are more llutnerotls, amotlnting to one hulldred and 
eighty. At a distance from the swamps, there is hut little ullder- 
wood; but in their neighbourhood, and generally on all the low 
glound, tlle sago paltn (Cyeas media, of Browll), the fall palm 
(Livistowa inermis-13ron1vt) the gl ass palm (Parldanus spiralis 

Browll), and tl-le cabbage palm (Seaforthia elegans-Brovvn), 
are thickly interminbled with the more lofty timber. Amongst the 
forest trees, sevelafil species of eucalyptus are most abundant. 

AIthou,:h the ti? ber, as I have already stated, is both abundant 
alld good, yet olle-third or fourth of the trees are frequently ren- 
dered useless from the depredatiolls of the white allts; which 
excavate the interior of a tree from oue end to the other, 
forming a tube from three to five inches in diameter; and eve 
the 11ardest wood, sucll as lignum vitay does not escape them. 

Ourillt, my resideuce oll tIIelville Island we tried twenty-five 
salieties of wood, of which I shall here insert a list; at the same 
titne showing the uses to sshich they were applied, with their dimen- 
sions and qualities As most of tnem were of a species unknown 
to an of the colonists (1lorle of whom were botallists), the no- 
mellelature tas formel either from the colour of the wood, 
stlucture of the bark, fornl of tlle leaf, or locality of the tree 9 
and samples of a11 of them are ill the utriters possessioll. 
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Colonial, 130taliical LeliGth De If plenti XVhen in Quality 
or Name Locality, ?f lame- f,ll or Blossom or of To lshatpurposes npplied. 

Common Name or Stuecies. Stem. r- otherovise- Fruit. Wood. 
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No. 
1. Nutmeg. 

ft. ft. 
20 to 40 

20 to 50 
2 to 20 

12 to 40 
1i2 to 30 
20 to 50 
12 to 1G 
20 to 60 
2() to 60 

20 to 60 

20 to 40 

20 to 3(} 

12 to t2,0 

12 to 30 
'*0 to 60 

3 to 10 
15 to 30 

16 to 20 

15 to 60 
15 to 40 
15 to 3() 
15 to 30 
12 to 20 
15 to 40 
20 to 40 

in. in. 
S4to 12 

20 to 36 
6 to I ? 
8to 12 
8 to 12 

12 to 36 
18 to 20 
12 to 36 
I 0 to 20 

I0 to 20 

f BIyristica in-) 
) sipida. Br. ( 
E. miniata. C. 

Acacia, sp. 

Eugenia, sp. 

Callit)ris, sp. 

SlvamEy ground 

l)ry land 
Near the ssvamps 
Sandy soil 
S wamps 
High land 
I)itto 
Close to sxvamps 
Forest land 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Near seramps 

Ditto 
Ditto 
SxYalllps 

Forest land 
.S zvamps 

Dxy forest land 

SxYamps 

Near to sramps 
Uo. and on high land 
Sxvarnps 

Rocky ground 
Forest land 
Sz amps 

Abundant hIay 

Ditto WIareh 
Uitto Vitto 
Plentiful Fruit in Nor. 
llitto April 
L)itto Unlinosvn 
Ditto L)itto 
Ditto AIay 
l)itto Usll;no wn 

Scattered llitto 

Plentiful Atarch 

Ditto Ditto 
Ditto Frtlit itl Dec. 
I)itto Vitto 
V i tto U llknoxvn 
Scarce l)itto 
Plenty Ditto 

Scarce Ditto 
1)itto Ditto 
Plellty May 

l)itto - l)itto 
Scarce Fruit in Nov. 
I n Clllmps t3eeds ill Sest. 
Diot plenty jUnkllozrn 
Plenty 2 l)itto 

Soft 

Hard 
Soft 
Fine grain 
Soft 
LI ard 
Close grain 
C:lose & hslrd 
Ditto 

Hard 

l)itto 

Coarse 

Fi ne & hard 
'l'o ugh 
Soft 
H ard 
Sott 

Hard 

Soft 
l)itto 
Rather hard 
Soft 
l3 rittle 
Hard 
Sott and fine 

Timber little used, as it soon decays. 
For girders, scantlitlg, and \veather boards. 
Wood nener used. 
For cal)inet ssork. 
Use(l for plallks, but slllJject to ll orms. 
1310ck-sheeves and treenails. 
Scantling, plal)ks, and boat timbers, 
Fllrtliture and boat-buildilg. 

Treenails, scantling, alld shingles. 
Ditto, ditto. 

Scantling and ̂  eather lJoards. 

Planks; bllt soon decas. 
Fit for any purpose. 
House and agricultural purposes. 
PlallkS * bllt SOOJI decas. 
Joiner's work. 
Ditto 
lJitto 
Plallks and Scantling. 
Ditto, ditto. 
Ditto, ditto. 
Ditto; but sul)Ject to xt orms. 
Close-grained, alld used for box and catuillet 
E:very killd of coarse xvork. Lxrork 
Window-sashes and blinds. 

2. EtlealSptus 
3, Alspice . 
4. Red Ay)ple Tree 
5. Sxvamp t:Vood 
6. Ligllunl Vitee . 
7, B rosvn Wood . 
8. Teak, or YelloXt NVoo(l 
9. Blood Wood . 

10. Red Bark, with nar- 4 
row leaf . . 5 

11. 13rown Turpelltine } 
RVood . . 9 

12. Thite Turpelltine } 
lVooul . * f 

13- Chelry Wood 
14. White Apple Tree 
1D. Large Svvamp XVood 
16. Plum 'l'ree * 
17. .S\vamp Elm . 
18. Red Bark, lvith broad } 

g leaf . . *.S 
; 19. Ssvamp Ash . 
r 2(>. White }Corder SVood t 
E 21. Cotton Tree t 
' q 2. Varie3lte(1 Bark 

23. Cypress Pi]e . 
> 24. lAllle Gum 
F 95. XVhite Ssvamp EYood 

7to 12 

12 to2-1 

12 to 20 
12 to 2() 
12 to 6 
6 to 12 
8 to 1'2 

9 to 12 

9 to 20 
9 to 20 
9 to 20 

10 to 1 4 
6 to 22 

10 to 24 
10 to 36 

* Plum tree-named trom the strUctllre of the zvoocl being similar to the English plum tree. t Named from its growing on the borders of slvamps. 
$ Produces a pod, the size of a large hen's egg, filled with short coarse cotton. 
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The only trees we met with, producintr an edible fruitf w6ere 
two species of apple and a plum; one of the apples mas very 
acicl and astringellt and oally palatable in tarts or puddin,,s; the 
other two fruits, though pleasant to the taste, were llot much in- 
lulged ill for fear they mi,,ht prove pernicious. 

Grasses are abulldant, and grow nery rank, soane of them beint 
very injurious to the cattle; but the greater proportion are whole- 
some and nutritive, al1d the cattle, when once acclimatised, thrive 
well UpOll them. Cattle, sheep, and goats, wheal first landed upon 
Melville Island, suff7er very much, either from the glass, water, or 
climate; I cannot decide which-probably a combination of all 
three. During tlle first three years of the settlement, two-thirds 
of the cattle died in ten or fourteen days after being landed. The 
cows which survived this trial afterwalds did Yery well; but slleep 
never fattened; they, however, produced fine lanlbs, and these, 
as well as the produce of the cows and.goats which escaped the 
mortality on first introduction to the island7 continued afteruards 
to thrive well. In 1827? we adopted a new plan of managillg the 
cattle xvheal first landed, and the deaths were ill consequence 
much decreased. 

The grass preferred by the cattle was that which grew on the 
borders of the swamps and the young grasvs around XlleIl timber; 
but the fine-lcsoking grass on the forest lantl tlley avoided: of thi3 
we, however, nlade tolerable hay. We tried several exotic grasses, 
which succeedecl very well; particulally the Capeen and Caffier 
grass. 
KBesides the forest trees already enumerated (and which are for 
the most part evergreens), there is a great variety of ornamental 
trees, shrubs, and flowers, which give some liveliness throut,-h- 
out the year to the othelwise sombre appearance of t!e island; 
amongst them, the abiscus, casuarina, convolvlllus, the bead vine 
(At)rus precatorius Linn.), and other runners and parasltical 
plants, are very corlspicuous. The loranthlls, with scarlet Howers, 
abounds; as also the beautiful calythris (C. microphyl.la Cun.)5 

bearing a pink-coloured flower*. Of the flowers most ntlnlerous 
alld beautiftll, are the following: Crinum at2gustzJblium Br.; 
Culostemma atbunz-Br.; Ipomza pes eczpre, witll pillk 
flowels; Plectratthus salicifolius, with purple {lowers; a 13en- 
drobium, with white flowers, &c. 

Sollle of the mangroves grow to a considerable height and the 
mangrove holly (Scanthu.s iticifolius-Br.) is 57ery fieqtlellt in 
their neighbourllood. In the forest land, trees . producing a tUtI1 
or rosin are ntlluerQuS; this gum exuding from the bark, folms 
lumps upon the stellz, and is nlllch used by the natives in the 

* Shrvabs of the genus Peasoonia are gIso frequent, 
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brmation of tl-leir spears. I can say but little of the esculent 
roots illdigenous to Melville Islallcl: there is a root of a small 
yam-like appearallce, and arsother resemblint, a parsnip both of 
which were scarce; and as they were only nlet with when better- 
knonvll segetables became tolerably plentiful in the gardens I 
clo not know that any trial was ever made of them? alld vt7e had 
llever any opportunity of ascertaining wheaher they were used by 
the natives or not. 'rhe only vegetable production we observed 
them to eat ssas the youllg flower-branch or leases within the 
spath of the cabba^,e palm, with the seed of the sago palm. The 
former svas frequently made use of at the settlement and a most 
acceptaljle vegetable it was whell boiled or stewed. The cabbage 
palnl grows to a great heibht (sometimes thirty feet), and 
latterlyvzre obtained the germ, or rather the flvwer-branch, by 
ascending the tree alld clltting it out with a strong knife or toma- 
hawk; but, at the commencement of the settleluerlt, many palms 
were altogether cut down near the root, and they consequently 
became scarce ill the neighboulhood of Fort DIlndas, though 
vve frequently found clumps of them seven or eiOht nliles from 
us. A large beall* is also met with in sandy places, and parti- 
cularly near the shore; but when cooked and made use of, it 
was apt to occasion paill and a looseness of the bowels. 

The first settlers reported that cloves and nutmeg were indi- 
genous ill the island, but this >7vas aItogether a mistake; and the 
nutmet,-tree (Myristica inssptda-Br ), u7hich I observed growing 
both close to and in the swampsJ ploduced a small llUt very 
slightly panOent, scarcely three-quarters of an illch longJ but 
egg-shaped, and the mace, or net-work enclosino it, devoid of 
flavour. Some people have al.so beell led to believe that salldal- 
wood was indi^,enotls in Melville Islarld; but this is also an error, 
as the wood mistaken for it was the cypress pine, a species of 
CAllittliSd which resembled the sandal-uood in colour, and had 
somesvhat of its pleasillg smell. Wild ginger is howeser indi- 
,enous ln lSlelville Island. 

Quadrupeds. Having stated a11 that I at present recollect 
under tle head of indit,enous vegetable pROdUCtIOIlS, I shall now 
melltion those of the animal kingdom. Of four-footed animals, 
we had the kangaroo, opossum, batldicoot, native dog, a small 
brown rat, a species of squirrel, and an animal vely destluctive 
to poultry, with a sharp nose, and the bodlt covered with dark 
browl3 hair: the tail is fourteell inches long and bare, like that of 
a rat, excepting withill three inches of the tip7 which is covered 
with long uhlte hair; it measllres twenty-seven itlches fronl the 
extremity of the nose to the tip of the tail. The lnernate bat, or 

* BauAinimicrophytZa. 
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flyillg fos, (Ee.spertilto vampyrus Lint). Pteropus Edwardsiz, 
lVe.smarest. l}:larsxrn.) is nery nuluerous in tl-e vicinity of the creeks, 
alld flies about or suspencls it.self to trees ill fiocks of several 
}-undl-eds together: those szllich I procured measurecl ten irchec7 
in lent,tll of body, alld thlee feet betweell the extremities of tlle 
outstretched memblane. Of all the animals I have Tnentiolledt 
only tM70 0 them ̂ zTere used by us 'dS food; viz., tl-le kanaroo and 
bandicoot; the fornler we seldotn got, as tlley resortecl to sittla- 
tiOllS at too remote alld inconvellient a (li.stallce lo adlllit of or 
hulltil, them. 'I'}le baledicoot alS-olded goobl eating, and u;ere 
follnd ,ellerally) on moonli^,ht Ilit,hts, collcealed ill the 110110W 

trllnks of decayed tlees. 
Birds. Of tl-le feathered tlibe there is a great valiety, atld of 

the llAOSt keautiful pitilila^Te; amongst tbem 1 may enumelate the 
follou int,: ss7hite cockatoo, with yellow crest; I)l<tek cocka- 
too, Witil red crest an} red at the extremity of the tail-featl)els; 
sesell Yalieties ot peroqtletS; six vsllieties of piteons; foul kinds 
of kil;,-tisher, ancl anlonost tlaem tlle g;it,antic king,-fisller (Dcleeb 
gigszntea Le a cil ); sw alll ) ph easall ts ( Ce Jtt roSus phasianus-- l l 1. ); 
qll.lil; curlew; wild ducks; silnd-lall;s (seell in tiocks in Novexn- 
lJer); Mrild geese (lale); al)(1 a \\!ild black fou71 of tlle gallinaceous 
ordel, uTeit,tlil^, fiom tllree to four pounds, alld found in packs 
amonbst the lOlig 8,I.aSS neal s\anl)s, tlle llesh hard and irusipid; 
blue .lld wllite cranes, allci seseral mole ot the genus Ardea. 
Tllere are luaU,pies, ravells, htlX7ks, oxvls, and vattle-birds; and 
many beautiful sm.lll bilds are also abtludalst. 

Wepttles.- Anlongst the class reptiles, we foulld a great variety 
of tlle snillse trilLe, lneasuRing fronl one foot to twelve ill lenatll: 
tlley xvele met with everyhere-in tlle fbrest, swampv grouncl, 
and houses. AIthough seser:ll of the soldiers and convicts Wele 

bitten by them, none of tlle wound3 were very serious, excepting 
ill the case of olle mall (the overseer), W}10 was bitten by a snake 
vvhilst in bed rille leptile took a piece of the flesll clean out 
ol: lliS thigll; and as there was no medical man on tlle island 
at tise time, Lieutellant Bate (Xho ̂ as supeointendillg the sick, 
.wnd \as illln-ediately illformed of the accident) burnt the vvound 
a11 aloulld with castic, illstead of CUttillt, ally part away. The 
mall stlffered considerable pain fol sonle days, and experienced 
lnallv of tl-le sensations felt by those who have been bitten by 
stenotnous leptiles. He sas confined for tell days fiom the etfect 
of tlle bite. The snake ̂ vas found on tile following mornint in 
the oserseer's ht, coilecl wIp ullder a bos. It 7z7as immediately 

killed, and burnt upon a fire before t had an opportunity of ex- 
amillilzt, it. It zas described to me as being si.s feet lon^,, \\itll 
a luload head alld slllall neck. Another snake ̂ ras brout,ht to nle 
3allich l-and bittell a dog and drawn bloocl. It measured ten feet 
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itl lenbtll, ha:l a bro-ad, flat head, and small neck. [t was furllished 
with a double row of very sharp teeth: the fant,s were curved, and 
measurecl three-quarters of atl inch ill length, and a small bladder 
was attached to the root of each. 'rhe back was of a dalk mottled 
brown colour, uTith a white belly. Although this appeared to be 
a venomous snake, yet the dog llescr suffered from the bite. 'rhis 
I attriljuted to his lonO llair pleventin^, the poison elltering tile 
wound. 

The Saurian order are verv numerotlsS the mosl; remarkable 
being the frilled it7uana) or Clamydosaurus Kingii of Gray. 
1'he common iguana (Iguana delicatissim6z), from two to four feet 
in lenatll, also abounds.* 'l'he skillk-formed lizard ('Selequa tuber- 
culata, (;ray) is met vith ill stony places; and an endless variety 
of the smaller lacertae, of beautiful colc)urs, are seen wherever the 
efe is directed, sportillg ill the stln, alld ctlllningly waitint to ell- 
trap ally unsuspectillg ilesect that xentures near. Frogs of an 
imsellse size (four and fi^re inches in length of body} alld prettily 
spotted) swarm in dallap places. 

Apsley Strait, and all the creeks around Melville Island, abound 
with alligators (cairnans). They measure frotll fourteen to sevent 
teen feet in length; and in the clear water aroulld the island7 are 
frequently seell svater-snakes, two and three feet ill len?7th, and 
spotted black and yellow. 'rurtles are common on the sea-coast 
of Melsille Islalld btlt they were never seell in Apsley Strait and 
+^7e of conseqllence w7ere llever able to obtairl arly for the use of the 
settlement. Our limited number, and llecessary occupations at 
the settlemellt, deplived us of the power of sellding palties to ally 
such distance as would detaill them beyolld twenty-four holll*S. 
Even to procure a few fisl we were obliged to send ten miles 
from the settlement, to the nearest iishin^,-ground; and owing to 
the strollg tides and currents, and the iishing time being that of 
llalf flood, a party, after drawint, the seine as often as it was 
rattended with success, could seldom return ullder twenty-four 
hours; ancl in so +srarm a clilnate, the few {ish they caut,ht were 
by tllat time scarcely fiesll ellouoh to be eatell. I have beerl on 
these excursiolls all nightn exposed to heavy rail for the purpose 
of obtainillt, a cllange of toocl for those intrusted to my care, alld 
ll.lve returlled utitll prolJably ollly abotlt e;,l-sty or one htlndred 
pounds' ss>eit,llt of fish, for tlle svupply of one l-lundred and thirty 
inclividuals. Altllouoll, as I have alleady stated, we were never 
able to take tllrtle, yet I have seen them swimmint, abollt ill con- 
siderable numbers oti Brenton Bay, near Point 3ahleel. 

IsecEs.-To the entomolot,ist hIelville Islalld offers an ampIe 

* These iguanas I)urrow like rabbits unelerground7 and theit holes are so numerons 
in the ligllt sandy suil' of the forest, that it reqtlires considerable caution to atoid 
ialling in to them. 

VOL. 1N'. L 
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field for observation. The species are both nllmerous and beauti- 
ful; alld the wicinity of the swanlps would aSord the insect col- 
lector al] abundant harvest. The orders hemiptera and lepidoptera 
are particularly beautiful, and in great nurnbers, and that of cole- 
optera is also found abundallt in species. Of the order neuroptera, 
the libellula, ol drat,on-fly, is in great variety and beatlty; and X 
have seen five kinds of ant, chiefly of tlle genus termite.s: viz., the 
white ant, wllich rears it.s pyramidal dwelling to the height of seven 
or ei^,ht feet; the g;reell ant; red and black ant; large black ant; 
and a very minute allt, that call scarcely be discerned with the 
naked eye. The white ant infests the houses, and destroys every- 
thing that comes in its way. These insects make theil approach 
by forming all earthen gallery, under cover of which they advance 
ln myriads, atld comtrlit terrible depredations. They cut through 
all bale goods in our stores, suc.h as canvass, blankets, shirts, 
trowsels, and even shoes. They are so rapid in their operations, 
that I know illstances where bales, containillg two dozen of shirts 
each, each slirt packed one above the other, and placed on shelves 
four feet from the floor, and six inches from the wall, have been 
perforated throuS,ll and through in twenty-four hours, notwith- 
staleding that the storekeeper examined the bales every day, and that 
on the day previous to those discoveries, not an allt was to be seen 
in the store. But these illsects do not confine their attacks to bale 
g;oods. They entered my cellar, alld in a few days' time destroyed 
tsro dozen of claret; and during a period of four days, while one 
of the soldiers was in the hospital, they completely gutted his 
knapsack, which +1vas hanging on a peg in his barrack-room, and 
contained all his necessaries. They spread through it in all direc- 
tions, and destroyed his shirts, trowsers, stockings, jacket, shoes, 
alld even razors. 0f the latter, the blades were encased in 
rust, from the moisture, or viscus, which these insects carry along 
with them, and the horn handles were eatell through. ln the 
coul se of three or four weeks, they also destroyed thirty pounds' 
wortll of clothes belonging to lMr. Radford, one government tent 
twenty feet long, three hundred feet of timber in the timber house, 
three ammunition boxes in the luag,azille, sixty-five pairs of 
trosxJsers, and twenty-three smock-frocks in the ellgineer's store- 
house. 

There are several species-of bee, and among3t them a very stnall 
one about the eighth of an inch in length, that produces fine honeyX 
which they deposit in trees. Mosquitoes ancl sand-flies are the 
pest of the island: they kept us in a perpetual fever, and no sea- 
soning by climate secured us against their attack. 

3irom sunrise vIntil sunset, the sand-ies issue forth in millions, 
and keep one in a constant state of irritation by fixing upon the 
face, neck} and hallds-whereZ inserting their proboscis, they 
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inflict most severe pain, and cavise the blood to flow most pJ'O- 

fuselv. \A;hell they take their deptarture at stinset, the mosquitoes 
remilld you tilcit the torments of the day are not yet passeal; and 
fiom six o'clock until tell they exercise their tormenting powers? 
whicil are too well kriown to require description. 

The next allnoyillg alid destructive insect is the cockroach: 
these becaine very nllillerous, sm7armed ill the houses, and destroyed 
clothes, pcipern breaci, alid books, indiscriminately. rthese insects 
generally macle tileil appearance at night and, as if by a collcerted 
signal, issued fiom their lliding-places all at once, and made a 
lloise by scan-lperil? along the walls, as if heavy showers of hail 
were fallillt,. Besi(les the insects mentioned I may add the 
scorpion, centipede, alid tarantula, eacil of which were in great 
numbers. 

Stea Prodzections. In regard to tile sea productions, my ob- 
servations are very limited. The following are all I met with:- 
the cominon shark, porpoise, sting ray, r ock cod, mullet in abunX 
dance, cat-fish, pipe-fishn sole, flounder, bream, Hying tisil, gl outid 
shark, and a very good eating-ish called by the sailors ' skipjack.> 
We llever procured any shell-fish; alld on my walks alont the 
beaches, I met vvith sTery few shells of ally kind. It is probable 
that the lsatives are always on the look-out for any shell-fish that 
may be driven on shore, and carry thetn off for food, as I Ilave 
found at their encampnsents the shells of the tiger nautilus, cockles, 
and oysters. Tlle biche 1a mer, or sea sltl^,, was foul1d ill small 

ualitities, but by llO means so plentiful as to induce any of the 
Malsly fishers to approach Melville Island in search of it. 

Climate.- 'Rlle clirnate of NIeiville Island is certainly unhealthy 
fiom the end of October ulitil the beginnin^, of April, or esten 
until A1ay. Tl1e heat is excessive, and the atnzosphere, then over- 
charged Witll nlOiStElre, iS extremely oppressive alid debilitatilig. 
This is the period of l:he north-west rnonsoon, or rairly season; and 
the general lange of the thermometel is from 80? to 100? in the 
shade, and seldom varies more than 12? during the twenty-four 
hours. TIle mid-day heat is 89? or 9()?, and the extremes 77? 
alid 100?. These were the rsinges at Fort Dundas, which mras 
surrounded bv swamps, and about twenty-five feet above the level 
of the sea. At this season, tile body is constantly bathed in per- 
spiration lnornig, llf)Oll, alld nitht; and the debility occasioned 
by the combJlled effects of the heat and damp is most distressillt,. 
Without any n1usctilar exertioll, labotirX or even commoll exercise, 
delJility, wearilless, listlessness, and a senseatiol-l of excessive fcttitue, 
are univelsally experienced and complained of. On risillg; ill the 
naornin^,, fatiOue alid a Tant of refreshillelit is felt; alld after a 

few lllil-lutes' slow walliing, even after the sun is donTn, the act 
of liftillb the feet is a fatiguing exertion, and the body feels ?. 

s. 2 
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sensatioll of weight pressint, vlpon it, and bearinC it down. Althou^,ll 
the settlement o f Fort Dulidas was surrounded by deep swa11lps, 
and broad belts of mang;rove groing out of mud beds, yet the 
swamps, being generally full of trees, and surrounded by thick 
uliderwood, the exhalation arisiz g from evaporatioll was probably 
not so injtirious as it would have been, if cleared from timber. 
Tn the mornings at day-break, these swamps were gellerally covered 
with a dense 57apour, whicl1 was di.ssipated in an hour after sun- 
rise; but- for a distance of two or three hundred yards from the 
ssvamps there was always a miasma, or oppressive heavy smell of 
decayed vegetable and animal matter. 

The north-west monsoon sets in about the beginning of Novem- 
ber, when the sun i.s approachint, the meridiall of Melvlile Island 
on its passage to the southward: it is precedecl by squalls alid 
wariable witids, alid its setting ill varies sometimes three or four 
weeks, in comparilig one year with another. DtlinS, this mon- 
soon, there is almost daily thunder in the afternoon and evenings. 

In 1824, the rai1ls and north-west monsooll commenced early 
in November. In 1825 they commenced about the same period. 
In 1826, they did not set in ulltil December. In 1827, tile rai 
and squalls commeliced about the middle of Octobel; but there 
was that year no regillar monsooll either at Melville lslalid or in 
the Timor seas. As in a11 tropical climes, the lain falls in torretits 
duril, this season, lJut seldom continues above two or three hours 
at a time- falling generally from two to five o'clock in tile after- 
noon, ol durilig the night; therefore, there is scarcely a day but 
out-door labour may be carried on for a fer hours. 

The nzost unhealthy season is d uring the 1lol th-west monsoon, 
particularly at the commencement ot the rains, when fevers, 
dysentery, diarrhoea, and constipation of tile bowels, are vely fre- 
quelit; but fron1 timely remedies, which our system of surveillance 
insured, these complaillts seldom terminated fatally. I obseived, 
that when the settilig in of the rainy season was protracted beyond 
the usual period, sickness was increased: this was the case in 
1826, alid the same observation was made at Coepanb Timor that 

year. 

We had te1l or twelve cases of fever in November and Decem- 
bel, five of which proved fatal, the patients dying in twelity-four 
or thirty hours after being admitted into hospital. 

The termination of the north-west monsoon is indicated by 
squalls, and sometimes a tempest in the early p:1rt of April, as was 
the case in 1827 and 1828. The sun then returning to tloe north- 
ward, the wind settles in the south-east, the sky becomes clear, the 
rains cease, the atmosphere becomes drier, and the weather more 
terilperate. In May, the hospital, nThich was tenerally pretty f.lil 
during the former monsooll} gqts cleared, animal spirits revive, and 



llIemotr of lklelville Island and Port Essirzgton. ]49 

tlae therlllometer ranges from 75? to 9()?, the mid-day heat beillg 
87? alld 89?. June JLW1Y? Augllst, and September., are tIle only 
tolerably pleasant months ill the aear; Lhe mornings and evellil)gs 
are pleasantJy cool, alld exercise can be freely taken Ulltil ten ill 
tlle morllillg and after four o'clock in the afternoen, and may fre- 
quently, witll i?lpUIlity, be taken even in mid-day. No rain falls 
during these ulonths, but there arefrequent 11eavy dews at ni;,lt. 
In exposed places vegetation is completely burnt up; bllt, witll 
,reat care, son]e gardell vegetalules ale p]eselved, the chief of 
l-licll is the ptlmpkil. The tl-lermometer during these mollths is 
(i7? at six o'cloc! in the morllilag, 87? at three ill the afterlloon, 
77? at llille at lliglst; tlle extrelnes being 63? aIlel 89o. Notvith- 
stanclilg the great heat at Melville Island at all seasons, and the 
clearness of the sky durint, the dry season, or south-east monsoon, 
tlle atnlosphere contains considerable nloisture; although not per- 
ceptible to the senses, yet it is evidellt frosll the great difficulty in 
keepillt, articles nlade of steel from rust. 

fNlthougll tlJe wet and dry seasons are pretty regulal, yet the 
willds are not alwavs ssteady near the land, viz. blowing fiolll the 
ortll-west point N7ith the rainy mollsoon, and the south-east point 

witll the dry monsooll; but vary several pOilltS with each mollsoon. 
11l Apsley Straits a bleeze frequently sets itl from seaward, or 
fiom the llorth5rilrd, with the flood tide during the south-east mon- 
SOOI1; bt we had 1lo regular lalld and sea breezes. 

I9iseuses. Duling the period I was ou Melville Islalld, we 
kept a regular hospital ret,ister-book, in ̂ ^vhicll every case admitted 
into the l-ospital was elltered daily, alld the disease, treatment, 
alld duration of the patient's illness carefully illserted. I llad an 
opportullity of daily examilling this registern and had it copied 
every mortlillg into the register kept ill my own office, for the pur- 
pose of trallsmitting to the colollial secretary at Sydlley; tlaere_ 
Jore, altllough I callnot exactly carry in mymemory the nulllber 
of deaths, I perfectly recollect the prevailillt, diseases, most of 
zllich I iilld llotecl in my jourllal, as well as matly of tlle deaths, 
Tlle prevailillt, diseases were -illtermittellt, acute, and tyF,bus 
fevers, constipation of the bowels, vertigo (freqelent), clyserltery, 
diarrhoea, rheumatism, scurvy, and nectalopia; the latter dimease 
was very common. The cases of typhus and acute fever appealed 
at tlle begilllling of the et season; and xvhen the winds nere vari 
able durino that perio(3, nlany were suddenly seized with sicklless, 
siolellt gripings alld delilium. We could tlot accoUllt fol the ple- 
valellce of nectalopia, or, as it is sometimes called, mooll-lulilldlless. 
Salt meat was certail-lly ,enelully issued 'to every persoxl, but tlley 
llad, besides, a wholesome proportion of flour, rice, or blead, vitl 
vinegal, tea, sutar, atld a small qualltity of vet,etables; nor wele 
tlle seltlers exposed to ally estraoldillary gIale fiom sand qr watern 
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and many wilo had this complaint used very little of their salt 
meat. Even whell fiesh meat was issued, this disease plevailel 
to a considerable extent. 

With respect to tile scurvy, it appeared to me to be an endemic 
disease arising from soine peculiar local cause; with new col.llers, 
it nsight be cxecasioned by a removal from a- cool climate to a 
heated alid damp one. This disease otily appeared genel ally 
at the settlement of Fort Dundas, shortly after its establisilment 
in 1824. - The constalit use of salt provisions, without ve^,etalJles, 
hard labour dilrill^, the wet seasoll, and the excessive heat of tilat 
seasoll may have engendered it; alid notwithstanding the attel<- 
tion and endeavours of an ilitelligent and experienced surt,eon 
(Dr. Isurner) to prevent and afterwards arrest it, the disease 
ulade ,reat progress until the end of 182a, or bet,inllint, of liJ26. 
\hen lime juice was obtained, alid vet,etables became lalore 
plentiful, the disease then subsided. There ̂ 7ere, however, se^7ercil 
cases of scurvy during 1826,1827, and 1808, althou;h the UtlllOst 
caution was taken to guard against it by great attention to clealiliw 
ness, use of vegetables, and frequent issues of fresh and preselved 
uleats, pickles and vine^,ar. Whell the first detachmerit of troops 
svere reliesed in 1826^ those who replaced them had spirits mixed 
into grog issued to them every day (the fornier detachment had 
llo spirits issued); and aliloligst these very few cases of scurvy 
appeared, although they lived generally upon salt provisions for 
the first year, with a ^7ery small occasional additioll of vegetables, 
probably once a week. 

When the settlenent was established in Raffles Bay in 1827, 
on the llorth coast of Near Holland, and in the same parallel 
with Fort Dundas, at which place no spirits or wine svas issued 
either to the military or convicts, the scurvy broke out and 
spread in a rapid and alarming degree, both amont,st the soldiers 
atld prisoners. 

'lnhe site of the settlement and its lle,hbowirhood was dry; 
the disease occurred duling the dry season. The establishnrielit 
consisted of young healthy men, direct from Sydney, and many of 
them olily a few months from England. The complaint made its 
appeararice amolig the settlers in six or sesell weeks after lal-lding: 
their diet consisted of a small quantitv of salt lileat, and occasiolz- 
ally fish (wllich was cau,,ht close to the settlemelit), with Hour, 
sugar, awid tea or coSee. NVhen the malady had attacked ;ncl 
relidered ilicapable of exertion two - thirds of the settlement, 
spirits, lime juice and sugar made ilitO punch, s^as issued to a11 
tile worst cases, and grog or wille issued to the 1nilitary. It 
inimediately rernitted ill virulence, and ultimately nearly or entirely 
dIsappeared. I saw all the suGerers nlyself, havillg had occasioll 
to go,to Raffles lSay; alid fiolil rlly observatiolis alid iliquiries,, 
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I certainly thotlght that the scurvy there., as well as on Melville 
lslalld? was endemic.? and more dependent on climate and local 

callses than diet. 
Considering the consequelaces of the climate of .WIelville 

Islatld, delring; my residellce there and that of my predecessor, allcl 

kllowing tlae ullremitting attentioll that wwras pa;Xda and lueasures 
adopted, ill older to preser-ve health throut,hout the settlement 
during llly command} 1 must pronounce it tc) partalQe 1uere of the 

character (3f all ullhealthy thall a healthy clinate. I shoultl 110t 

recouirneaid il-lvalids to gQ there durin- nalV period of tlle year to 

be restered to health from any part of the world > altl}otlgh tl-om 

M:ay to September, hecilttly people may colltinue ill tlle ejoyxnent 
of health with laticxnal cale; but fiovll the end of Septelllber to 
- 

A ay, few can escape SOIMt attack or other of illlless. rrhe 

climate, after a years l esidence, is extremely deXilitatillt to 
_ 

Buropeans ? but on the whole, witll propel plecautions, it; dves 
not oftel} engellder ally ital complaint. I must hosvever merl- 

tiOIl 0116 gelltlenan uwllo suXered lBuch from tle clitlluLe: this os-S 

Rlr. Aliller, of the coInmissariat, who remailled ial a very del3ili- 
tated state for a year and more atter leavitlg tlse islancij I {:lare say 

if elevated spots were clearedn extensswe ol3eli;1ts tllade an{l t of3d 

commodious ai)*y houSses built, Euopeans sxtould f11d it as healthy 
as any equally low islalld witllill the topics. 

The foregoing lremarks al e ap)liefabie to tlle c*ict of climate 

oll those living on .shore;-the crem7s of tlle governnlellt vessel 
attached to the settlenlent, whiell plied betweell Al elville I s3 and 

alld Timorwere always in health. Tle fUllowil is an accotlllt 

of the deaths which occurred (as appeals Oll referellce to ny 

despatches) from the establishment of tlle settlement, ill Siep- 

tetnber 186242 ulltil I was relieved} in AIay lSt8:- 
XE7rom September 1824 to Septembela 1826 t31e poptllation lad 

been 136; the deaths 12* lFrom September 1St6 tv =Ma) 1828 
tbe population had beetl 13o, and ahe deaths 14. Tlle total 

llumbel of persolls who had resided on the isIand dulillD tlsese 

follr years amoulited to 180, otit of whicil there were 06 dcatlls; 

lbut as sis of those deaths were accidental (two of tileta being 
caused lby diownillg, atid four killed by the natives) we filid oxily 

tOdeaths by sickness-wllich is about olle death otit of every 
nille. 

I shall here subjoin the result of my thermometrical observa- 

tions; alld may also remark that we experienced sllecessive sllocks 

of an eartllquake oll the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, alld l9lll of Augllst, lSt7; 

each sllock lasted about a minute. The sellsatioil was) as iS ti-e 

islad llacl been shook violetltly by sonle immellse posvels attendecl 
(t tl<e) satrle tilne ly (n indistitlct rulllblitlt, llOise It was 1lot au 

[wlldv}ltilr or [li)iltAYil-ltx bLIt a ViU}ellL tl't*i3btll'}?' or slvtki1? 
lIlOtIOl}t 
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METEOROLOGICAL TABLE. 

79 90 

i 

- 

< f Cloudy, uith squalls and rain 
t 1st to lith; clear allxl dry l from the 1 5th to 30th. 
C.lear weathe; with light 

e;stelly and southerly 
WillS. 

Cleat weather, with easterly 
t winds, and strong breeses 
t in the afternoon. 
A mixtllre of clear & cloudy 

weather, with variable 
WiS. 

Pleasant cloudy weather, 
/ with breezes from the S.E. l andN.W. 
f Pleasant cloudy mreather, 
t uith variable winds 5.E. 
t and N.W. 

f Clondy and sultry, with va- 
i riable willds; somXe 1ai 
t ansl thtlnder. 
Cloudy with thuntler} fre- 
qllellt showers and squalls {rom S.E. to S.W. 

Cloudy, and calm close wea- thex; much vain, thunder, alld sqllalls, wind N.Mr. 
Squally} with heavt rain, 
thllnder alld oppressive hot nights. 
Cloudy, lainy weatherf with wind from the N.lV. atld 
S.Wz 
Cloudy calm ;itry weather with raill in the afternoon; wind variable. 

- 
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Nati2?es.-Ill personal appearance the nati+Tes of Melville Island ^esemble tllose of tile continent (if I nlay so call it) of New Hollalltl. alld ale evidelltly flom the sallle stcxck; but tlley are more athletic7 actinte alld enterprising than those I xaw on the southern coast of Australia, (lt Port JacksonX NP\VGZ8lle, or I-Itluters River. Tl-ey are not ,enerally tall ill stature, nor are they, llen nunllJers al^e seell together, retnarkable for small men. In grout)s of tllilty, I llase see:l five or sis strong powerful me)l of six feet i] heigllt, and sotne as l:?w as five feet )UJ} Alld iiVt. 
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Tlley slre xvell formed about the body and thighs; bllt tlleir let,s 
are small in proportioll, alld their feet very lart,e; theirlleads are 
flat an(l broad, :Tith low forelleads, and the back of the head 
projects very uluch; their hair is strong, like horse-hail, thick, 
cltrly or frizzled, and jet l)lack; their eyebrows and cheek-bones 
are extremely prominent-eyes small, sunk, and vely lxright alld 
keell; llose flat and short, the upper lip thick and plojectil?t:; 

lnoutll 1 emarkably larte, witil r egulal fine white teetil; cilin 
snlall, alld face *nucll contracted at bottoln. l'hey have the 
selvtum of tAle nose perforated, mear loll^, bushy beards, and have 
tileir shoulders and breasts scarified; the skin is nc)t tatooed, KIs 
Witil the New Zealander, but is securifed, and raised in a very 
tasteful manner ;t and their countelialace expresses ,ood-llumoul 
ancl cunlling. All tllose ho have reachecl tile at,e ot ptlbelty are 
deficient of all upper frorit tootl-l a custon-l commotl in Nev 
Holland. The colollr of their skin is a rusty black, alld they go 
about perfectly 1lalred; their hair is sometirnes tied in a knot, 
lsith a feather fised ill it; and they frequelitly daub it with a 
yelloss earth. On particular occasiolis, llen ill brief, or ilatelldillt,r 
lilischief or opell hostilitieE, they pailit the?ir l)odies, faces, alid 
limbs with wilite or red pit,nzents so as to ,ive them.selves a IIlOSt 

fantastic, and even hidec)us appearance.t In disposition they ale 
reven ,eful, prone to stealilig, al d ill their attempts to cotumit 
clepredations show excessive cunnint, dextel ity, arraligetiletit, 
enterpl ise, and couraae. Tlley ale aXectiollate towarcls their 
childrell, ancl display strong feelillvs vf telideriless wllell separated 
froin their families; they are also very selisitive to any thing like 
ricticule. rIlhey are good miillics, have a facility in catcililig up 
words, and are gifted zZilil collsiderable obser^7atioll. Whetl they 
express joy, they jump about alid clap their lialids violently upon 
their posteliors; and ill showing colitenlpt, they tilril their back, 
look over the showilder, and give a smack upon the same part with 
their hal-ld. Ill the colistruction of their caaloes, spears, alid 
vaddies, tiley evince Illuch itlgelluity, although the v-orkniansllip 

i3 Iout,h from tlle want of tools; thev Jdre expert swimmers, alid 
cliswe like ducks. 'l'lley show llo desire wilatever for strange orla- 
nielats or tlisikets; they are polite enough to accept of them 
^5Zitholit ally explession of astonishillelit or CuliOSity, but very SOOI1 

aJter^Nal-ds take all OppOrtUllity of slyly droppint, them, or thionTilig 
Illem away. Tlle olily alticles they seen<ed to covet were hatcilets 

* The breast of one taken prisoner was scarifieil, and formed into ridges, mtlcl 
reseml)lillg the lace-work orl a 11ussar's jacket. 

+ They cover their bodies wit.h greasev it is xupposed to secllre them from the 
piercin,??: stillg of the san(l-flies an(l -mos(ltlitoes; an(l their l)o(lies smell so stronAr thalt 
tVEI1 the cattle *ls-ed to detect tllem i half a nlile (listallve} and gallole ot I)ellowing 

;reat apparellt alarm. 
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alld other cutting tools; but still, when they could steal, they 
carried off every thing they could lay hold of. As long as we 
occupied the island, the natives were extremely shy and cautious 
in all their communications with us; they never intrusted them- 
selves in our power; and notwithstanding my utmost eSorts bv acts 
of kindness and forbearance to gain their confidence, and convialce 
them that we desired to be oll friendly terms, I found it utterly ills- 
possible to accomplish this desirable object. Previotls to my arrival 
they had coulmitted murder, various depredations, and darillg acts 
of violewce. They had at lenC,th been fired upon whilst com- 
mitting acts of outrage; alld from all my inquiries t believe they 
had been the first aggressors, by throwing spears. %7hell I 
assumed the command, I was extremely anxious to court their 
fiiendship, as without it, with our limited numbers and means, 
we never could become acquainted with all the resources of the 
island, or make them of available use to us: I therefore prevented 
any of the military or prisoners from pUttilig themselves in contact 
svith the llatives nvithout my presence or orders; I allowed no 
arms to be takel] out except by those on whom I could depend, 
and strictly enjoined that they shetlld only be used against the 
natives in selt:defence, alld when by tlle laws of Ellgland it 
would be justifiable. I feel confident, also, that these orders 
were strictly attended to; but notwithstanding they colltinued 
until the last day distrustftll, if llot even determinedly hostilew 
They put two gentlemen of the settlement, one soldier alld 
olle of the prisoners, to death, alld warstolllv woundecl several 
others. During my time m7e were oblit,ed to fire at them several 
times; we llever knew of any having been killed, aIthough in one 
or two instances they svere wounded; they might hase died, alld 
the spirit of revellge might have excited thetn to other acts of 
violence. There was a curious inconsistellcy in their conduct: 
oll one day they would appeal good-hullloured and friendly, alld 
allow individuals of our settlement to pass tlnrllolested throubh 
extellded lines of them, and probably on the following day would 
throxv their spears at ally itldividual they could surprise by stealin3 

upon 11im. 'they tlevel came near us without their spears and 
waddies; but sometimes they wotlld leave their spears a few 
llulldred yards in their rear, concealed behilld trees, amollgst the 
lont, grass, or in possessioll of some young boys, who wollld lun 
up to them on the fist sigllal; they would then approuch withi 
fitty or sisty paces, extend their arms, thro.v their waddies to the 
rear ill token of alnlty, alld then by signs oblit,e a11 those vullo 
approlched them from otlr side to extend their arms also, arld turn 
oulld to show they had no sveapons concealed; when satisfied, 

they would enter illtO a pfalavern and two or three of the lilOSt 

darill,:, woulci advatlce ill flont of the others, which latter (part 
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formed in a group, alld a part extellded sint,ly to a dlstance of a 
qll:lrter of a tnile on each flallk) would remaill ready to support 
them in case of ernergencw. 'lnhese few in advance mTould allow 
one or two of ollr people to approacll within two or three paces 
of them, determined to maintain a superiority of two or tllree to 
one. E;earful of drslwint, this menloir out to too great a lelogth, I 
lllUSt l efrain from relating ally of their dal illg and cunning acts of 
aggression, or the ntlmerous il-lterestin3 occurrences mhich took 
place. Suffice it to say, that we had one of these savabes as a 
prisoner for several vzeeksS flom whom I learnt a good cleal Qf 

their character; and the followinb little circumstance callsed lne 
to conjecture, at all early period, the reason of tlleir beillg so 
stlspiciolls of strangers:- 

ln one of my interstiews with a tribe of the aborigines, who 
had approached to the outward boundaly of the forest, and withill 
half a mile of the fort, I observed that they appeared more familiar 
than usual. Having previously prepared a medal, attached to a 
piece of scarlet tape, 1 expressed a wish to hang it round tEle neck 
of a fine-lookillg young mall, who bore a feather ill [lis hair, and 
appeared to have some autholity. This yollng lnan renlaineal at a 
short distance (two or tllree paces), took hold of his wxists, alld 
appeared as if strugglin^, to escape fronl the t,rasp of all enemy; 
he then pointed his hand towards his neck, looked upwards to the 
branches of a tree, shook his head significantly (evidently ill allu- 
sion to being hung), and avoided coming nigh ellough to receive 
the proffered gitt. This led me to illlagine that the island had 
been visited by stral gers, and the natives forced away by thenl as 
slaves; in corroboratiotl of which opinion, I may add three other 
circtlnlstances which came ullder my 1lotice :_ 

The first is, that the AIalay {ishermen, from Maccassur7 ale 
forbiddell to go near lMek7ille Island (which they call Aml)a), 
allet,ing that it i6 infested by pirates prol)ably slavers, as allaba, 
iD the Malay langua^,e, signifies a slave. 

The second circumstance lelates to a lad, wllo had been taken 
from a 1lative trilue in 1825, and detained at the settlement th1ee 
or four days, when he escaped. This lad ras the colour of a 
Malay, asld possessed their features: whence it is plobable that 
iae was taken when a chilcl from some Malay slave-ship or fisllillt, 
proa, alld reared amont,st the Melville Islanders. 

Tile third circusustallce is, that whe1l Captain King, R.N., 
entered Apsley Straits, in 1818, alld was proceedill^, towards the 
shore near Luslllorehead ill his boat, a llutllber of native3 were o 
the beach; and a fenlale, who entered tlse water in ordel to 
decoy him close to the shore, called out ' Vin aca, vin aca.' This 
beillg a Poltugtlese expressioll, itlduces me to believe th;lt vesSels 

flol-n tl1e Portuguese settlemellt of l)elhi, oll the north side of 
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'rimol, might have visited Melville Island, for tlae purpose of 
seizillg the natives, and calrying them away as slaves. 

During the four fears that this island was occupied, only two 
aboriginal females were seell, and at a distance: they srere both 
(,ld and ut,ly, alld tlleir only ,armellt was a sllort narrow apron of 
plaited grass. \Ve fiequeJstly saw youllg boys, from six to twelve 
-eals of at,e, along with tl e merl: they were well made, plump ill 
persoll, good-looking, and ,Tith a remalkalJle expressioll of shalp- 
ess ill their eyes. 
The weapons used al e spears alld xraddies: the spears al e 

fiom ten to trelve feet loreg, made of a heavy mood, and very 
shalp-poil-lted; some are plain, others barbed-solne have a sint,le 
lOW of barl)s, from tvelve to fifteell in number, and others a 
dotlljle row: they may weigh three pounds, and are throun frou 
tbe hand (witbout ally artificial lever, as at Port Jackson) with 
,reat precision alld folce, to a distance of fifty ol sixty yards. 

The vacldies are used as weapons of attack, as ^7ell as for 
killint, wild allilnals and birds. They ale made of a heavy wood, 
twenty-tsvo inches long, one and a half in diameter, pointed sharp 
at one ensS alld wei311in^, alJove tsvo poullds; they are not loulld 
alld smootll, but have sixteell equal sides, nith a little rude carvillg 
at tTle halldle, to ensule tl-leir being held {irmer in the hand. 

Their calloes, water-buckets, and baskets, are made of bal-k, 
lleatly sown Wit}-l strips of split cane. The calloes consist of olle 
piece of balk, are tenty feet lonig, twenty-eight inches nxFide, and 
fifteen deep; the stez1 alld stern are neatly sewn witll thill slips of 
calle, ac-l caulked witll white clay; the gunwales are strengthened 
by tuTo small youllo saplillts (such as grow in marshy places) 
fastel-ed together at eacla elld of tlle canoe; tl1e sides are kept 
fiom closillg by pieces of vood placed across, and which also 
allswel as seats. s 

rl'he natives of Melville and Bathurst Islands are divided into 
tlibes, of fronl thilty to fifty peroolls each; I do not think tllat 
I ever saw above tilirty-6ve or forty men to^,ether, althou^,h sonle 
ilodividuals, surprised by tllem in the forest, have reported havint, 
.seell a llulldred; the noise they luake, and their jumpint, frons tree 
to tlee, make them often appear more numel ous than tbey actllully 
are. They lead a walldelilzt life, though I think each tribe confines 
itself to a limited district; alld probably when tiled of olae, or their 
resoulces are exhausl;ed, the stront,est may usurp that of a weaker. 
I1 1S24-S a tvnibe of darint, athletic men kept col-lstantly in the 
lseigllbowlrSlooct of Fort Dulldas. Ils the beginnillg of 1826, a 
strant,e tribe visited tlle settlerllewlt, and they were generally slibllt- 
ll}a(Se men; but by the end of the year the former tribe returned, 
.zacl (olltilltled to lenzail] in the lleigl-lbollrhood unt;l the isl;}lld was 
cllallelclled ill 1829. Dtlrillt, tlse dryseasoll theydispersed them- 
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selves a booal deal on 11vlllting excul siolls, alld lJurnt the grass on 
the forest grounds for that purpose fiol-n April to Septenlber. 
I tElink wllen tlley move that their wolllen and cllildren accompany 
tllem, as female voices ere frequently heard at a distance at 
libht, proceedint, from their ellealnpmellts. They generally 
encamp oll sandy leankst amonbst tlae Illanloves, or oll clly ol)ea 
spots near swamps5 or on the sea-coast. They do not ,,ive them 
selves the trouble of collstructillt, wigwams in the dry seasoll, 
merely formint, a bed of pfllm-leaves, or lollg ,rass, wherever tbey 
repose for the niglt; blxt dtlrint, the wet season tlley have so1ne 
coverin;,, and their ellcanlpmellt beintr mole stationaly, displays a 
little comfort, arld is generally in a pleasant spot neal the sea. 

The followin^, is an accotlnt of my visit to one:-Upoll 
landint, under tlle high salldy beach, ̂ e canze upon an extensive 
encampment of natives; the men, wotnell, and children all fled 
like frighted deer, and left *IS quietly to examitle their domestic 
economy. There wel e tllirty wigszrams, all made of llewly- 
stripped bark; each consisted of a sin^,le sheet of bark, folmed 
illtO a Shed or mere loof, open at each end, stith a fire at the 
entrance; the interior space was four feet and a half lont,, tlaree 
in width, and three feet higll. Pieces of soft silky bark, rolled up 
in se^7eral folds, and allswelXing as pillows and seats, were ill cacll 
Vti;r,WAIn. Sonae of tllese elections were placed undel spreadillg 
sllrubs; and the twigs l)eing artfLllly etltwilled illtO each otllel, 
formed a tasteful irsclosure. Several of them sere orllamented 
illside by figtlres drawn with white clay: one in particular NvdS 

eatly and regularly dolle all over, replesenting, the cross-l)ars of a 
prisoI-window. The utensils consisted only of bark buckets and 
laskets; alld the groulld around was strewed witll the slells 
of tut tle, crabs, oysters, alct limpets. At one end of the encamp- 
ment lay the nlaterials for collstructillg a canoe; and on a block 
of wood close to it \\7aS observed marks made-. svith all lxe, or 
tonanhax7vk. \Ve committed llO deredations, and saw the latives 
llastenill;, bulck wben we quitted the shole. 

'rhe food of these peo)le consists of kangaroo, opossutn, 'dll- 

dicoot, igUal]XS, and lizards clulil-lg the dry tnolltils; Iisll, tultle, 
crabs, and otller shell-fish, durillg the z7et months; antl their 
vegetables are the cabbat,e-palm and fruit of the sago-pallll. 
Tlley eat their tneat jt st warnsed tllrou^,h on a stood fire; alld tlle 
seed of tlle sago-palm is lllade illtO a kit-d of masll. Alllollt 
those natives wllom we encountered, I never saw ally defbrmed, 
or havint, tle appearance of disease or old at,re;-torol)^hly StICI 
were left with the wolllell, in places of security, alld only the alJle 
warriors callele l ear tIs. Tllere stas one toserflll, cleterl2-lined 
loolsing felloYv fl eqtlently seetln who lad lost a halld; alld lle 
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thlew his spear by resting it on his maimed arm., and takint, a 
deliberate aim. 

AIthough the Aborig;nes of Melville and Bathurst Islands are 
of the same race or breed as those throllghotlt Ne5? Hollanda yet 
their language is diXerentJ We had a. native of the southern 
coast with us for a. short time, and he could not urlderstand a 
word they uttered. They speak low and quick to each other > 
13ut their pronunciation is so indistillet, we scarcely ever made 
out a word. I was in hopes of pickin^, up mucil of their lan- 
guage from the natisTeXwe had made prisoner? but during the titne 
that I was absent on arl excursion to Port Essington} he efiected 
his escape. His dialect did lsot sound harsh, and his expressions 
wvere very sigllificant, froul tlae gestures with lhich he accompallied 
them 

The following are some of those expressions: v Co curd-y'- 
MTater give me some mtater or I am tllirsty; s Woollr)oa hooloo'- 
My belly is filll, I am not bunt,ry i ' Bungee :Fire- arms; 
'Xoburlgee-DolSt fire; s oPeerce-An axe; 4 Pakee'-Peace 
or friendship f i Piccanini a-Children.* 

I do not think that these Islanders ever cross over to the coast 
of New Holland; for the currents are so rapid in Dundas and 
Glarence Stlaits, that it would be dangerous ix their slight canoes; 

and althovh so close to the Cobourg PeninsulaS yet the spears of 
the Melville Islandexs are differently fbrzned from- those used by 
the natives of that peninsula, alld much heavier. 

It appears to be the custom of the natives to bury their dea?, 
their burial-places being irl retired spots near their most fisequented 
encampirlg ground. The burial-place is circular probably terl or 
twelve feet in diameter; it is surrounded by upright poles mal]y of 
v7hich are formed at top like lances and halbests follrteen or 
fifteell feet high; and between tl:<ese the spears atld waddies (pro- 
bably of the deceased) are stuck uplsight in the ground. 

It is quite impossible to form ally estimate of the numbers of 
the natives7 but they are seell on all parts of the coast of these 
two islands. I shall not presume even to give a guess at their pr(}- 
bable llumber. 

The following is a list of the exotic fruits, grainfi ve$etables, 
&c. which we cultivated in Melville Island; mith relllarks on 
their success. 

* Wharra-wharra i# also a common expression o? the natives when callillg alou(l 
to each other, or wishmg; to attrad attention, tWharra is the lzame vf a palm at 
Tongataboo?] 
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List of Fruits? Vetetclbles, Roots, Plants, and Grclins, which were 
grown or tried on JWelsille Islancl. 

Pr()duced frtlit throllghout the yearo 
Ripe from February to April. 
Plants throve well, 1826-9. 

Plaintains . 2 
Custard Apllle . 
Cocoa-Nut 
. Jemons . 

Limes . 
Shatldock * 
Orallge . 

Mango * 
Guavas 
Tamarirlds 

Pomegranate 
Pini3 Apples 

Papaw Fix . 
Melons (six kinds) 
Water Melons . 
Pumpkills . 

Yams . n 
Sweet Potatoes 
The Coulnloll Pota- 

toes 
Ollions 

Turlai)s 

Bringal 
Beans (varieties) 
Peas 
Cat bage 
Cucumbers 
Crexs . 
Capsicllm 
Calan ances 
En(live 
Parsley 
Beet-root 
Raflishes 
New Zealarld SI)iw 

nach 
Vegetable Marrow 
A rrow-root 
Gillger z 

Saffirotl . 

Sugal-cane 

Turmeric 

Cottoll * 

Ill(lian Corll 

Excellent. 
Ditto. 

Ditto. 

r * w . 
f All these plants were thrittin well btlt had 
) llot advanced far enough to prosltlce fruit. 

Abundant, and promised to plozluce through- 
out tlle year; weighilg from 4 to 61Us. 

In froit at all seasons. 
Ripe from Febrtlary to June. 
Ditto dtlring rline mollths of the year. 
Ditto from Decemler to Augtlst. 
. R . . 

Y lt Ior llSlng ln June. 
Ditto all the year round. 

Could not be cultisated. 
Particularly the small white potato-onion. 
The tops onlfr colll(l be usell. 
Ripe from Octoher to March. 
Ditto froln November to tla13ch4 
Dil not grow well and destroye(l by vermin. 
Fit for use ill July. 
I)itto from November to Aril. 
Ditto during the rainy season. 
In *llit (luringZ six months of the year. 
Liable to be destroyexl by grul)S. 
In season from December to MayX 
Ditto fiom December to April. 
Grew large in garden moul(l. 
Ill seasoll in Nov. and Dec.; btlt did not seed. 
Ditto ditto, and throve wel]. 
I)itto from February to June. 
Ditto ill Jllly. 

Ditto ditto. 
lJrodrlced aI)out one I)ound to each root. 
Indierent) hom want of an experience(l cul- 

Ltivator. 
Prox31lced three ox follr cropx a year. 
Plante(l in N0Y., all(l rip>3 ill Aplil or May. 

Very fine. { 

Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 

Good (not large) 
r v ery good. 
Ditto. 
very bad 

Good. 
Very bad. 
Very good. 
Ditto. 
Bad. 
Very good. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 

. . lttO. 
Good. 
Very good. 

} Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Rather weak. 
Pretty goo(l. 

Short and coarse. 
Very good. 

I shall next make a fesv remarks on the effect u?hich the climate 
had upon olur domestic live stock. 

The Erlglish breect of cattleg when first landed upon Melville 

^Venzoir of Melvil7le Island and Port Essmgton. 1o9 
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lslalld died in breat numbers; but those which stlrvised, latterly 
tured out well, lemained healthys 11ad beautiful sleek hides, aled 
rdared fine calves. They were herded on the borders of the 
swamps from slayligllt until sunset, shen they returned to tlle 
stock-yald ̂ ll-filled} and ,ave excellellt, swect, well-avoured 
nlilk. 

Tlle lJufEaloes, illtroduced from Timol, llerded separate from the 
EDl<,lish cattle; llor collld ̂ e get them to associate together. 
After beirlg first lullded, gellerally a thilcl or follrth palt died 
+sithill tl-le first fourteen days, from inflammation of tl)e bowels. 
1'his disease is brou^,ht oll either bv challDe of climate ol some 
bad qllality ill tlle ,r;ss. rrhe appearance of the anin)al when 
taken ill, was drowsiness, lying down, swelling of the bowels; 
al1(S clt ath enstled in five or six 11ours. Wc at first thought this 
disease zas brouOht on by over-eating greell grasx, or drinki], 
too mllch water, on beixlt, {irst lualded from the ship; and this 
su,ested the plall of keeping tllena in the stock-yald br the first 
u!eek feeclillg thenl oll hay ;Illd green grass Illixed giVillt, them 
bllt liltle svater, alld increasing the allovval1ce of iood daily. 
Matly, lloxvever, died ull(Ser this treatment; al)d others did llOt 
susive lon;:, after ljeing driven out to pasture at the expilsatioll of 
tlle weel;. lJltimately, [ btlilt long rootny sheds, under which the 
l)utfiloes were allossred to whelter themselves from the sun, from tell 
oclock in tlle nlorllil; vsntil three in the aftellloon; and as these 
anirnals deligl-lt ill ^allowing, like pit,s, in nlud holes alld pools 
of water, I directecl them to be driven to sucll places (both nlorn- 
ing atltl eve<illg) as ̂ \NZould ellable thelll to enjoy this refreshment. 
This ststem, colnbined witl1 cavltion in feeding them for the filst 
week after beint, lullded, tended to dinsinish the deaths from one- 
ti-sirtl to olle-tersth. 

Slleep did not thrive welI, for although they increased tolerably, 
yet they never became fat or fit to be killed for food. From 1S!z4 
ulltil May 1828, only two of the New South Wales breed tere 
killed at the setllen1ent; and neither weighed fifteen pounds. It 
is remarkable, that the sheep illtroduced from Sydney lived better 
On tlle island than tllose wl1ich svere blought from Wimor: the 
diSerellce of latitude between tllat isla-sd alld Melville Island is 
olily olle degree, aet, out of one hundred sheep lal1ded at different 
tilMeS, llOt above five stlrvived the first fortnight or three weeks. 

Goats uhicll are cormsidered a l-lardy animal., died ofi even faster 
tilan sheep: out of about tmenty, which wele illtroduced in the 
course of fouI years, fronl Timor, not one lived beyond twenty 
days, althougls carefully fed and confined ill the stock-yard. 
Goats from Syclney lived better, as tvvo only out of six died. 

Pigs did not thrive unless provided with plenty of grail1 and 
cooks' fat. The swampst being too full of water, afforded no 
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food; nutritive roots were scarce, and earth worms were not met 
with The roots and heart of the fan and sago palnas sometinles 
afforded a little subsistence, as did occasionally the yount, sprollts 
of the cabbage palm; this was, howesZerj but the precarious and 
scanty subsistence of such pigs as walldered (at the risk of being 
speared by the natieres) to a distance froln the swamps and fort. 
The goverlement stock of pigs, amounting sometimes to 130 or 
l40, were, in consequence of an insufficiellcy of grain) always 
poor and unfit for killillg; and yet they wandered at liberty all 
day: whereas those which were house fed by prinate individuals 
were always fat, and airded excellent meat. 

Poultry did well during the dry season, and as long as a little 
Itldian corn or paddy (rice with tlae husk upon it) could be pro- 
cured: they, howevels reqtlired great care in rearing, as the 
chickens were very suhject to blindness durint January, liebruary, 
and AIarch; alld the almost constallt thunder, from October to 
April, frequently destroyed every yoUllz, brood of chickens at the 
settlement at the salue hour. 

Toxvards the end of 1827, I had sufficient experience to fortn a 
more correct opinion of the advantaves and disadsantages of iMel- 
ville lsla1ld, as a commercial station, thal1 I had ts7elve months 
before. I also made 1nyself acquainted with the places of resort 
of the Malays, and their period of approachin^, the coast of Ne^r 
Holland; as svell as ascertaillillg the most desirable situatioll for 
a settlelnent on the north coast. I represented to his Excellency 
the Governor of New South Blales the disadvantat,es under 
which Melville Islulld laboured, and wllich appeared to me to 
counterbalance any argument that could poQsibly be oflered ill its 
favour. 

Some of these objections were as follows. The approach to 
Apsley Strait vvas greatly obstructed by shoals; it was out of any 
direct line of trade, and had never attracted the attention of the 
traders of any ation whatever, not even the Malays, who annually 
came N;thin thirty miles of the island, and within a hulldred miles 
of the settlemerlt: this enterprising people avoided WIelville Island, 
both on account of their instruction3 from WIacassar and their 
aversion to enter narlow straits where there are strong currents. 
The soil near the settlement was generally light, and diflicult to 
bring illtO a state for cultivation, alld European labour I consi- 
dered inadequate-to do jllstice to it. The climate was extreluely 
debilitatingn although llOt decidedly very unhealthy; and tlle 
corlstitutions of Europeans suffered much from its etiects. In 
the course of twelve montlls, nearly evely illdividual belont,inC to 
the establishtnent had been in hospital, and sonle of them tllree 
or four times. Tllese combilled circumstances, with several other 
obstacles, alleady mentioned ill this metnoi1tn were so much at 
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rariance with the prosperity of a young settlement, and had ope- 
rated so much agaillst it for three years, that I felt convinced there 
was no challce of opening a commercial intercourse betwee 
Melville Island and the Indian Archipelago, either through the 
medium of native +7essels or others. Thus, the main object of 
Government in forming an establishment ill this part of the world, 
with a view of extellding our commerce by introducing European 
mallufactured goods more generally into demand throughout the 
Illdian islands, was completely frustrated. 

From an impression that Melville Island would be abandoned, 
I clirected my attentioll more to the eastward, to that part of the 
coust of New Holland to which the Malay fishing-proas resorted 
regularly every year. I visited the Cobourg Peninsula, and sur- 
seyed Port Essington, which latter place I found to possess many 
advantages over lAort Cockburn. 

Port Essington is situated on the north side of the Cobourg 
Peninsula, which projects N.N.\v. from the Inain land of Aus- 
tralia, and extends in that direction about fifty geographical miles. 
The greatest breadth is ISfteen miles, and its narrowest part, where 
it is joined to the main by a neck of land of five miles in length, 
is two miles and a half across, from Mount Norris Bay, on the 
north-east, to Vall Diemell's Gulf, on the south side of the 
peninsula. This gulf was discovered and so named by the Dutch 
navigators, in 1705. 

The port is in 11? 6' south latitude, and in 1 32? 1 e 
east longitude. It was examined by Captain King in ]818, 
and named by him after ViceAdmiral Sir William Essington. 
Vashon Head, Point Smith, Kllocker's 13ay, Middle-Head, Table- 
Head, and Saddle Hill, were names also given by Captaill King; 
such other names as appear in the chart of my survey were given 
by me, generally from local circllnlstances. 

The approach to Port Essington is perfectly open and unob- 
structed by any danger whatever; at its entrallce it is seven mile.s 
wide, betweell Poillt Snlith on the east side, and Vashon-Head 
on the west: the generall direction of the port, which extends 
between seventeen and eighteen miles, is S.S.E. _ E., having a 
depth of water throughout of nille, twelve, alld five fathoms; its 
average breadth is iive nliles, and at the southern end it forms 
three spacious harbour3, each of thenz extending inwards three 
miles, with a width of about two; the depth of water being 
five fathonls, with a bottom of stiff mtld and sand. These har- 
bollrs are sheltered from every wind, and nvould afford excellent 
anci secure anchorage for +7essels of any description, being per- 
fectly free from hidden danger; indeed, the whole port is a secure 
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place of anchorage for vessels of ally sizeX and forms altogether 
one of the finest harbours in the world. There is no harbour yet 
known (PortJacksoll excepted) to be compared to it in the whole 
extent of Australia, and it may be entered in safety, as well during 
the night as by daJ,. It may be also approached at all seasons; 
would be a convenient place of call for vessels proceeding from 
Sydney, through Torres Strait, to Java, Singapore and India; 
and from its contigllity to Timor, New GLuinea, Celebes and the 
other islallds of the Indian Archipelago, it is accessible to the 
Ma}ay and lAugis t*ading, proas, as also the junks from China, 
in collsequence of the regular morlsoonsn nvhich extend many de- 
grees to the soutllward of Port Essington$. 

There are few dan,ers that I could observe in the whole extent 
of this noble port, and certaillly nolle but what are visible, and can 
be easily avoided At the entrallce, on the west side? there is a 
shoal encirclillgVashon-Head; it runs out about a mile, and is 
partially uncovered at low water; its outward edge is abrupt, 
and the water suddenly deepells from olle fathom and a half to 
three, six, alld nine fathoms. Off Turtle Point, otl the west side 
of the port, there is a rocky islet alld a circular reef wilich extends 
three-qvlarters of a mile from the shore; but otl the opposite or 
east side of the port, the vtater is deep close to the shore. At 
half a mile W.N.W. fiom Table-rock Head. there i3 a small rock 
which is uncovered at half-tide; but within twenty or thirty feet 
of it, there is five fathoms water. The next danger is between 
Table-rock Head and Malay Point; here there is a range of 
rocks at one mile distance frotn the shore,N7hich retires and 
forms a bay. These rocks bear soutil from Table-Head: there 
is a ripple upon them at hig;h water, and at ebb-tide they are 
partly uncovered. From Oyster-Head, a reef (svhich is dry at low 
water) rtlns out in a northerly direction to the dlstance of half a 
mile. OfiS Spear VPoint, whicll is opposite to Malay Point, the 
water is shoal to the distaxlce of nearly half a mile from the shore; 
but there is plenty of room for any lressel to pass, with a depth of 
ten and twelve fithoms betweetl that and Malay Poillt; anli 
within twelve yards of the latter point, there is tell fathoms. This 
channel is the entrallee into the two inrler harbours7 of wllich 
Middle-Head forms the separation Alollg the front of the 
plojectioll vvhich brrlls :A1iddle-E1ead the water is shoal, and 
studded with snlall sharp-}?ointed rocks, running out to a quarter 
of a mile distant from the shore. Tllere is a shoal, or rather a 
leank, of Mangrove Poillt, which is dry at IOBT svater,, and a 
bar beillt, formed between tl-lis bank and the vpposite pOillt to 

* The general ranfre of the *nonsoons is to twelve tlegrees frorrl the equator7 l)ut itz 
sometimes reaches to thirteul an(l folarteeIl (lebrees of sotlth latitu(le. 
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the westward, the bay kyond it (and svhich is in itself very shal- 
low) is of no use as an anchorage. 

1 have now enumerated all the dangers (if such they can be 
called) which I could distint,uish; and on reference to the plan 
of Port Essington, it will appear obvious that none of them can 
seriously militate against this extensive port beitlg one of the safest 
and finest in the world. 

Tlle sllore.s of this harbour present a pleasing variety of little 
bays and salldy beaches, alternating with bold cliSs and steep clay 
banks; whilst inland, the continuous forest of trees, of rather a 
monotonous dark-green foliat,e, is occasionally relieved by small 
round hills, risin^, a hundred feet above the general elevation of 
the land; which land, t,ently undulating, rises from one hull- 
dred to two hundred feet above the level of the sea, but in many 
places only from thirty to sixty feet. 

The cliffs, rising pelpendicularly fifty or sixty feet from the 
water, are in some places of a dark-red colour and ferruginous 
nature, and in others of a dusky-white indurated clay. There is 
also a coarse-,rained white sandstone, which I observed ill Kan- 
garoo Bay, and on the west side of the inner harbour beyond 
Malay Point. 

Sotl and Vegetable Producti?ns.-Ill my several excursions o 
both sides of the port, I nlet with a variety of soil, and certainly 
that of an indiXerent quality preponderated; yet I observed many 
situations in which the soil was very good, principally on the low 
fats alld hollo+7vs, and near places which were evidently swampy 
in wet weather. Oll the highest grounds near the shore, such as 
Table Rock, Obsersation Cliff; and Oyster Head, the laIld is 
rocky, with a shinillg rounded ironstone, of very vveighty sub- 
stance, similar to that so general on Melville Island. The soil 
ill which this stone aboullds was found very detrimental to 
vegetation at the settlement of Fort Dundas, and we had llot a 
sufficiency of materials convetlient enough to correct it; but at 
Port Essington, such materials as sea sancl, salt-water mudS 
coral for lime, are all abundant. On the moderately elevated 
land, as Curlesr Poillt Turtle Point, and behind Wangaroo 
Bay, there are comparatively few stones; alld the soil, althou^,h 
light, and mixed with a good deal of sand, llevertheless appeared 
productivee 

The vegetation around the port was abundant and very luxt- 
riant. The forest land is clear of underwood; the lower grounds alld 
hollo^1vs produce good grass (evell in the nsiddle of the dry season); 
and wide-spreadint, shrubs and flowers are there numerous. 
lErom my experience at Alelville Island, the climate of which is 
the same, and the soil similar to that around Port Essington 
(which latter possesses other superior local advantages)-as also 
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from the manner I saw several tropical productions cultis7ated on 
the Philippines, Java, Timor, and Sint,apore-I elltertain a strong 
conviction that most, if not all, tropical productions could be 
brought to considerable perfection on the Cobourg Pellinsula. 

Although the timber in the vicinity of tlle coast is generally not 
of great dimensions? yet the species are various, and of sufficient 
size for house-buildinO and agriculttlral purposes; zalld from the 
specimens of larger timber which I saw near Raffles' Bay (which 
is also oll the Cobourt Penitlsula), as well as from my intimate 
knowledge of the wood of Melville lsland (in the same latitude, 
alld with similar soil to Port Essington), I am satisfied that tim- 
ber is to be found near Port Essington fit for every purpose, 
including household-fllrniture alld boat and ship-building; but 
I do llot think there are good spars for the masts and yards of 
large vessels. 'l'he trees on the high stony grounds around the 
port measure frolll fourteen to sixteen illches in the diameter of 
the trunk. On ;Malay Point, svhich is lonv, ith a salldy soil, 
the trees are of laiger dinsensions, and the trunk measures about 
twentv-si; inches in diameter. l'lle Eucalyptus species are nume- 
rous throughout; the hibiscus, casuarina, sago palm, Xn palm, 
*,rass-tree, and cal}bat,e pa!m, are also very COllSpiCUOUS; as are 
likewise runners and parasitlcal plants. 

lErom the circumstance of the soil, climate, and latitude being 
early the same as those of Melville Islatld, and all the indigenous 

productions which I saw beillg similar, I conclude that the same 
species and varieties are common to both, and shall therefore refer 
to the list I have already given of indigenous productions in my 
account of A1elville Islalld. For similar reasons, I likesvise refer 
to the list of exotic productions which had beell tried and suc- 
ceeded well at Fort l)ulldas. The latter will be a tood criterioll 
by which to estimate the productiveness of the soil of Port Essirlt,- 
tOll; articularly as, when I visited the settlement in Raffles' Bay, 
which is ollly thirteell miles east of the above port, I found a11 
the plants which I had sent from Melville Island to Captain 
Snlytil, of the 39th ret,imellt, (then commatlding at Fort Welling- 
ton,) thriving well; and in the second year from the establishment 
of that settlement in Raffles' Bay, the orange, lemon, shaddock, 
cocoa-llut, and tamarilld trees, Ntere succeeding very well indeed, 
tlle pine-apple plants were strong and healthy, bananas were 
abundant, as were also pumpkins and sweet potatoes; the sugar- 
cane, turmeric, arlow-root, capsicums, and other culitlaly vegeta- 
bles, were rapidly illcreasing: therefore, from these correspond- 
illt, circunlstallces, anv observations 011 the productions of WIelville 
Islulld may be considered as completely applicable to Port 

SSill :,ton. 

Flom the lotlg continuance of clry ̂ steather ill these latitucles 



166 Memoir of Melville Island and Port Essington. 

artificial vegetation suffers very much during six months in the 
year; and, as at Fort Dundas, we had no streams of water from 
which we could irrigate the gardens and fields, and the formation 
of tanks was not sanctioned, on account of the expense, our gar- 
dens produced very little indeed during the dry season: though 
by keeping a number of ca.sks, and filling them with water daily 
froul the wells, we in some measure counteracted the effects of 
the long drought. However, as there is much more water at Port 
Essington than was imagined, garden and field culture may rea- 
sonably be expected to be more satisfactory. 

EIaving mentioned three places where water was obtainedv I 
have to add, that, besides them, I met with pools of drinkable 
water a little inland, behind the ldat ground which in my plall I 
have named Native Compalliorl Plain (the native companion-a 
species of ardea is a very large bird, which I saw in flocks tllere; 
they stood four feet in height; plumage, blue-grey; head, scarlet; 
Iegs, long; and the bill seven or eight illches in len^,th); alld, 
towards the end of lkhe dry season, vegetation looked very fresh in 
the hollows and shaded places. Two otller indications of 7ater 
being in the neighbourhood of Port Essington, I ulay also n-len- 
tion; the first is, that the natives are numerous around it and con- 
stantly seen there-they must require water. The second indi- 
cation is the great number of kangaroos I observed, which 
animal is generally in the neighbourhood of water and good pas- 
turage. 

Besides tlle illdigenous vegetable productiolls enunlerated in 
my list, I may melltion, that a vine producing a small grape was 
met with at Etaffles' Bay; and some excellent roots, which I did 
not find oll Melville Island, but which, at Port Essington, the 
natives use as food. 

Z2imal Ktngdom. Of land animals and birds I observed 
kangaroos, bandicoots, iguanas, pigeons, quail, curlew, native 
companions, wild geese, ducks, and swarnp pheasants; besides 
great varieties of perroquets, cockatoos, hawks, helons, cranes, and 
gulls. I'he fishing-hawks were extremely audacious; and fre- 
quently when, after haulillg the seine, we left the fish we had 
caught piled together orl the beach, and removed fiom fifty to a 
hundred yards oS, to draw the net at a fresh place, these birds 
would dart down and invariably carry oS a fish: they were so 
darirlg, that I was at last obliged to leave a sentry to protect those 
wve had taken. 

Port Essington is well stored with fish; and from the numerous 
extensive sandy beaches aroulld it, there is great facility in pro- 
curing abundant supplies with the seine. The Malay fishernlen 
also catch very fille fish with a coarse pearl-shell hook and lille. 
Amongst the fish we took there were mullet, cavallos7 bream, 
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gar-fish, flounders, whitillge, a kind of pike, white mackerel, 
sting-ray, a fisll resembling a herring, but follrteen or sixteen 
inches long, skipjacks, old wives, and several others. Of sllell- 
Ssh there are, the common oyster, and the large mother-of-pearl- 
shell oyster, green turtle*, spotted crabs, oysters, cockles, crayfish, 
couries, and variolls other small shell-tish; and quantities of 
sponge. 

The large sea-slug called trepang, or beche la mern is very 
abundant a11 along the north coast from Endeavour Strait, in 
lon,,. 1420 30' E., to Dundas Strait, between Melville Islalld 
and the Cobourg Peninsula and attracts a large fleet of Malay 
proas during the months of December, January, February, March, 
alld April; their fishing-groulld extendino from the Glllf of 
Carpentaria to Dundas Strait. rrhe prirlcipal part of these proAs 
come fiom Macassar; they Illay measure from twenty to forty ton3 

each, and are manned with froln sixteell to thirty hands, and solne- 
times as many as forty. Each proS is commanded l)y a chief 
(called a Nacodah), and to each of these vessels from three to {;ve 
canoes are attached. The canoes ale fiotn eighteen to twenty- 
five feet long, hollowed ollt from the trunk of a tree. These 
proSs ale irldependent of each otller, and the chief or master is not 
the owner, but merely acts for the proprietor, who resideis at 
iM*acassar. He is llot permitted to dispose of the t*epant, durinO 
the voyage, but is obliged to return to Macassar with the whole 
produce of his fishing. In November they comrnence their 
{ishing by going to the eastward through Bowen's Strait, ,radually 
returIlillg to the westward until April ol fi!Iay; when having 
cured the trepantt and completed their cargoes, they repail to 
the ports in tIle Indiall Seas from whence they sailed. 

A trepaug curing establishment is formed every year ill Port 
Essillgton on Malay Point, and sometimes ill Knocker's Bav. 
The buildint,s are of bamboo, whicll the Malays bring aIvllt, sith 
them7 and ren-love when they quit the C0a3t. A descriptioll of 
tllese temporary erections, as well as the lllallller of preparin 
the trepalog for exportation, would unnecessarily lent,thell tllis 
nlemoir; 1 shall tllelefore not duell upon it, and only t,ive a 
sllort description of the allimal itself. 

Tile trepang is an allimaI resembling; a sllail in its form and 
substance; itmeasuresfiom eight to twelveitlchesilllellgth; is 
cylindrical and about five inches and a half in girth; the two 
extremities are round, and without close examination it is diflicult 

* The turtle nre generally of the kind called green tllrtle; but it is probable that 
the hawks-bill also exists oll this coast, ;1S some sIecimens of turtle-sh*ll laroug^,ht to 
England by the wliter, (which he leceive(l from the3 islallders in Torres .F;traits,) 
when workeel up, a(lmitted of a high polish, and lvere richly marketl and trans- 
parent 
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to decide nehich is the head (probably resembling in this respect a 
leech more than a snail). l'he mouth is transverse on the losuer 
side of the head; I did not observe the eyes (which must be very 
small), nor did I sufficiently note the other parts of its physical 
structure to senture on a more minute description. The lower 
part or belly is fiattish, and it did not appear to be furnished with 
any membrane so as to enalule it to swim. They are generally 
found stationary amollgst sea-ss7eeds or Oll sand-flats in shoal 
waters. There are two kinds of trepang the one of a darkor 
blackish colour, the other a lighter or grey colour. The last is ten 
inches ill lent,th7 and considered the best: the skin is rather 
roughish and totlt,h; it fee]s firm and stiS vzhen taken out of the 
water, and the flesh is a Illass of gelatinous substance. 

The name given to this coast alld its native inhabitant3 by the 
Malays is ' Marega.' They call Port Essington ' Limboo Mou- 
tiara' (Port of Pearl-shell); and the Aborigines call the Malays 
'Mulwadies.' 

The Malays represent that they found the natives extremely 
troublesome and hostile all alollg the llorthern coast; and tiley were 
glad when in Raffles Bay, at the time of our having a settlement 
there, they found themselves protected frorn the Indians, and were 
able to repair their vessels without being ulolested by them. 
Previous to ollr occupation of Raffles Bay they were accustouled 
to resort for these pvlrposes to a small islalld outside, close to the 
west point of entrance into the bay. 

Cltmsxte. The climate of the Cobourg Peninsula mllst be 
similar to that of Melville Island, therefore it will be Illlnecessary 
for me to dwell long UpOll it. I took a great deal of exercise 
there during all hours of tlle day, as did the whole of those alollg 
with me, amoulltillg to thirty persons; and none of us expe- 
rienced even a headach. Port Essintton being more open to 
sea breezes, al:}d llluch freer from mangroves and mlld-banks than 
Apsley Strait, the air mst conseqllently be more pure, and less 
subject to that miasma which frequelltly arises from mangrove 
banks. I found the temperature the same as at lSort Dulldas; 
and Oll comparillg the account of sickness at Raffles 'Bay with that 
oll Melville Islulld, I remarked that they hatl fewer varieties of 
cotnplaints thall we had, as also fesver cases of illlless in comparisoll 
to their numbers: this I attribute to the air being less debilitating 
alont, the coast of the Cobourg Peninsula, and thereby rendering 
the human frame less susceptible of disease. 

In such a situation as Port Essington the mind is also nore 
pleasingly exercised thall ill Ap31ey Strait, which I consider 
allother great auxiliary to health. The settlement in Apsley 
Strait I may compare to an extensive penitentiary, shllt out 
from the world, where a uniform and unvaryillg occupation em- 
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ploaed each individual day after day, month after month, alld year 
after year-a constarlt, tiresome sameness: an avoided place, 
ever enlivened by the face of a civilized stranger-excluded fronl 

all communicatioll with the nrorld, excepting once in six mollths, 
when a colonial craft came from Port Jackson, with salt junk, 
{lour, and other supplies And the view from this penitentiary (as 
it really may be called) was bounded a11 around by a broad impene- 
trable belt of mangroves, backed by a forest of trees that vvere 
never delluded of leaves, and which, in place of being of a verdant 
greell, were of all unchanging ever-greyish hue. Whereas at Port 
ESSillgtOIl, itS occupation by a well- organized colony would 
attract the attention of strangers; alld being a convenient place of 
call for vessels bound from lAort Jackson to the Illdian and China 
seas, this, with the annual visits of the Malays, would create 
an interest, arld be a constant source of action for the intellectual 
powers. From Port Essillgton the eye may wander as far as 
the human sight call be carried over a svide expanse of ocean 
(always a noble sight), or be directed inland, where it may rest OI1 

some wooded knoll be attracted by the graceful waving of the 
Seaorthta elegans:, or the 1lumerous smokes rising alld curling 
from amongst the trees, as they ascend from a native encampmetlt, 
or from their burnint, the grass oll hunting excursions. 

The meteorological table which I kept at Melville Island may 
be referred to as applicable to Port Essington as well as my re- 
marks on the monsoolls. In addition, hovvever, I may observe that 
there are frequent sea and land breezes along this coast, but by no 
meatls regtllar. 'the monsoons blow llniformly (from the south- 
east alld the north-west, in their respective seasons) at forty miles 
from tl-le coast; and although in-shore, they generally blow in the 
saule direction as the prevailing monsoon, yet they frequently 
vary, and appear, as already stated, as sea alld lalld breezes. 

Tides and Currenfs.-'I'he tides in Port. Es.sint,ton rise and 
fall about ten feet at the fu]l and change of the mooll: their 
velocity is inconsiderable, exceptillg off Malay Poitlt, svllere, from 
the colltraction of the chanllel, they rull at the rate of flom a mile 
and a llalf to two miles and a half an hour. The tides appeared to 
me frequexltly to influence the Billd as I found it after a calm to 
spring up alld blow into the port with the flood, and at,aill either 
fill calm or blow out with the ebb. 

The currents ill the open sea depelld upon the monsoon- 
runnirlt, to the westward with the soutll-east mollsoon, and to the 
eastward svith the north-west. But ill-shore they are ilifluenced by 
the tide-setting to the south-west with the flood, and to the east 
or east-north-east with tlle ebb, running from a nlile to two nliles 
all hour. 

Xutives.-- The Aborigines around Port Essillgton and its vici- 
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nity are the same in appearance with those of Melville Island; 
but their habits are somesvhat distinct, arld their weapons a little 
different They both go naked, ale alilte addicted to pilferillg, 
and display similar characteristics of cunning; but I do not thil}k 
the 1latives near Port Essington are so darin^, in their enterprises. 
I never saw a iMelville islander with an ornament beyond a 
feather in the hair, scarifying the body, and bedaubing the head, 
face, and every part of the skin with yellow, white, or red pig- 
ments. But on the Cobourg Peninsula the natives have a fillet 
of 1let-work bound round the waist7 and another round the head 
alld arms, with soznetimes a necklace; and they paint their bodies 
occasionally ill the same manner as T have described in my accoutlt 
of the natives of Melville Island. Such of their canoes as I saw 
were hollowed from the trunks of trees, like those of the Malays, 
and were probably either left by these people or stolen from them, 
for I do not think they have any means of hollowing them out 
themselves. 

'rheir weapons are spears and clubs: the spears are about ten 
feet long, and lighter than those of Melville Island; and their war 
ones, named ' Burreburai,' instead of being barhed like a fish-hook, 
as they are on Melville Island, are serrated like a saw. I should 
imagine from theil weight that they are thrown from the handv 
n-ithout the lever which is used near Sydlley and King George's 
Sound; but they are by no means so formidable as the Melville 
Island ones. Four of those of Port Essington fell on board a 
boat belonging to the brig Anne, but fortunately did no injury. 
They have others at Raffles Bay, called ' Imburbe,? headed with 
stone i and also a small sharp-pointed spear for killillg fish;-the 
clubs are rlldely shaped, about four feet long and two inches in 
diameter. These natives ̂ 7vander about in certain districts, and 
sllbsist as those T have described ill the second chapter; but :tsom 
the number of turtle-shells I observed scattered about ill my 
excursions round the port, I imagine they are better supplied with 
that importallt article than their insular neighbotlrs of Melville 
Island. 

I remarked one native burial-place at Port Essington: it was 
near Native Companioll Plain. The grave was very simple, and 
placed under a widely-spreading tree. The space occupied was 
six feet long by three wide, over which was formed an open 
frame-work of twigs, the ends being inserted in the ground 
on each side. Upon the grave lay a skull, evidently of an Abori- 
gine, with a thigh or arm bone; the scull was coloured red, 
as if with some dye$, and the teeth appeared as if they had been 
burllt. What I have related is all that came under rny own 

* Probably a red ochre, which is common alollg the north coast, and gives to the 
arbillaceous clifEs a ferruginous tinge. 
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notice, but as it may be irlterestil to some, I shall conclude my 
observations regarcling the natives on this coast by introducing all 
account given of them by a gentleman who interested himself 
in their character; manners, and habits, at Raffles Bay (at which 
place they lvecame very familiar); for the commullicatioll of 

hich I am indebted to Captaln Stoddart, of the lloyal Staff 
Corps . - 

z; :[n personal appearance they ltear some resemblance to the natives 
about Port Jackson: they are, howevet, better made} and have tnore 
intelligent, and perhaps more savage countenances S they go entirely 
naked; their skin, particularly the breast and thighs, is ornamented, 
or d;Sfigured with gashes; their hair is long, and generally straight, 
yet I observed some crisp. Some Qf them have a fillet of net-work 
about two or three inches wide bound tightly round the raist, with a 
similar ornament round the head and the arms, and sometimes a 
necklace of net-work depending some length down the back. Selreral 
vf theln have the front tooth in the upper jaw knocked out5 in 
the manner described by Captain Collins They pairlt their face, 
and sometimes the entire body *vith red earth: and those who 
are inclined to be dandies dralv one or t5VQ longitudinal lines of 
white across the foreheadX and three similar on each cheek, while a 
iw who appeared to be ' exqllisites' had another line dranvn from the 
forehead to the tip of the nose. The seyt?nt narium is invaliably 
perbrated; but it is on particular occasions only that they introduce 
a bone or piece of wood through it, and sometimes a feather. In 
this part of the coast the natives are dierided into three distinct 
classes-a ciroumstance quite unique. The first and highest class 
are named ' Mandrogillies ;' ther second; Manburghes ;' and the third 
' Mandrowiles.' The first class assume a superiosity over the others, 
xrhich is submitted to without reluctance; and those who believe in 
real difference of blood arllongst civilized nations might find here 
some apparent ground for their belief: as the Mandrogillies were 
observed to be llatulally more 3olite and unaffectedly easy in their 
manners than the others, who it was imagined were neither so 
shrewd nor so refined. This, however, might be oSy imagirzary. 

" Mariac (or Wellington, as he was named by Captain Stirliilg), the 
chief of the country round Raffles Bay and Port fEssingtonX is appa- 
rently about thirty years Aof a^,e, and about five feet eigllt inches in 
height. His features are regulars and while he is in good humour, are 
placid and benign; but on the least displea.sure, which arose occa- 
sionally from slight CAUSt5, they glanced with savage fire. He has 
evidentl much sway amorxg his tribe as even 'Iniagot (another 
native) was observed to fall back ky a look and lvord hom his 
chief; though from his possessing a turn br fun and mimicry, 
and unrivalled dexterity in thromring the spealX he had become a 
favourite. in the camp, to the great annoyarlce of WelliIIgton, who 
seemed to view him in the same light that Haman did Mordecai 
He gave Captain Barlier to understand that presents to any of his 
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people should only come through himself, and occasionally showed so 
much ill-humour at deviations from this rules that Captain Barker 
thought it prudent to cut him for some time. He limped in his walk * 
but whether from a wound received in foreign or domestic wars I 
did not learn. 

" The natin7es generally go in parties fiom slx to tlYelve; Wellington, 
however, went usually at some distance apart, accompanied by orlly 
one. When the settlement xvas formed, his attendant was Jacama, 
a ' Manburgee,' called by Captain Stirling ' Waterloo.' After- 
rards Iniago had the honour of being his travelling companion, but 
lost the office from the attention he received in the camp; he was 
succeeded by Olobs, a ' Mandrogillie,' and as titnid as a hare. When 
we left the settlement, Monanoo, the younger brother of the chief of 
Croker Islands held this distinguished employment. It is difEcult to 
say whether they are accompanied irl their excursions by their 
women, but it is probable that they are not. As far as we could 
learn, they never penetIate far into the interior, generally keeping 
along the shore, and occasionally cutting across any projecting point 
of land. Their bod consists generally of fish, which they spear wery 
dexterously. 

" Hunting turt]e seems to be a favourite occupation with them, 
and they appear quite adepts in that, to them, useful art. They 
also make use of shell-fish, which it may be the business of the women 
to collect. They do not use the trepang (so desired by Chinese 
epicures), which is in great abundance all along the coast. They 
use as food various esculent roots; and cabbage-palm aSords an 
agreeable addition to their usual fare. They are also very fond of 
honey, which appears to be irl abundance, as thev were seldom seen 
in the settlement without a supply of that article, and when they 
went into the woods on purpose to procure it, they soon returned 
successful. Their mode of proceeding was, to watch the movement 
of the bees, which requires a keen eye and long practice, and 
when they settled to cut the hive down. This operatiorl with their 
stone hatchets xvas, although completed much quicker than could be 
imagined, tedious. It was for this purpose that Watetloo ran anvay 
with an axe, after having seen and tried its use, rightly judging that 
it was far preferable to their own. 

" Respecting the number of the natives, there were no means of 
forming anything like a correct opinion.; yet, judging from the 
rapidity with which they collected on the occasion of one of them 
being confined for attempting to steal a canoo, it may be sup- 
posed that they are by no means thinly spread. On the occasion 
alluded to, two natives, who had observed ' Luga' confined, left 
the settlement, and spread tlle sad tidings. In the evenislg, 
sWooloogarie' arrived, accotnpanied by fifty metl at alms. The 
interview was friendly Luga being punished and at liberty. From 
the time the two natives left until Wooloogarie's arrival was an 
interval of six hours; they had to w-alk tuZo or three miles, and closs 
and recross a strait two miles wide; they came in three canoes. It 
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is difficult to know whether they vrould have acted hostilely had their 
friend not heerl released: perhaps they only came to intercede in his 
fanrour; and, after the manner of other politicians, thought their re- 
quest might be better attended to byhaving a formidable appearance. 

" The oIlly warlike weapons that they used, as far as we could 
learn, were spears, of different forms and sizes7 the largest from 
rline to ten feet long-some serrated, and others headed with a shat p 
stone. They use the throwing-stick named Crogarooh,' which is 
exactly of the same form, and made in the same manner, as that in use 
air.ong she natives of Port Jackson. 

*; We could not learn sshethex they were in the habit of fighting 
xvith each other, or lvith neighbouring tribes; but spear-wounds 
being by no means uncommon among them, it is probable that in this 
respect they also resemble their Australian brethren. It is lvell 
knosvrl that they xvage continued svar lvith the Malays, who appeared 
both to hate and fear them. 

" Although it may appear rather paradoxical, yet I do not hesitate 
to say? that these natives, far from being untameable savages as 
originally represented are in reality a mild and merciful race of 
people. They appear to l)e fond of their srives and children-at 
least they talk of them-Rsith much apparent aSection. They have 
frequeIltly interposed their gond oices in preventing the children 
being chastised * I have seen them run between the mothel and the 
child, and beg the former to desist from her (as it appeared to them) 
unnatural conduct, in punishing her osYn oSspring. They are like all 
other uncivilized people, very irascible, but easily pacified: they 
require to be managed like children. That they may be taught 
to distinguish conxrentional right from wrong lvas quite. apparent; 
and many instances ?ccurred that showed their aptitalde in this 
respect. Iniago, after having become honest himself, once detected 
one of his companions endea+rouring to secrete a spoon, while they 
were about to partake of some rice prepared for them; provoked by 
this ungrateful behaviour, he instantly took it from the delirlquent 
and packed him off, without permitting him to have any share of the 
food. On first visiting the settlement, a native would irlvariably 
pilfer anything that came in his xvay that he could secrete; which, 
however, was alxvays brought back by those who knexv that such con- 
duct was not countenanced by their ci+7ilized visiters * many instances 
of this kind occurred. They also soon learned to distinguish between 
a person whose lvord was to be deperlded on, and another of no 
veratity. 

4; The chief objects of their desire xvere tomahaxvks, large nails,, and 
iron hoops; but in the progress of time they took a fancy for various 
articles of dress- a shirt was a great object for them to obtaitl; and 
they became so particular, that if a button was wanting in the coilar 
or sleeve, they svere not satisfied ulltil the deficiency was semedied. 
A coloured handkerchief nZas also much prized, whicll they used 
to roll neatly round the head. 

" Aher they became somewhat polished in their manners, if tlJey 
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saw anything that struck their fancy, they asked for it; if gilren 
them, they showed no visible nzarks of thankfulness; and if firmly 
denied them, they laid it quietly down. Some time before we left the 
coast, they could be trusted implicitly, even with those articles they 
most highly prized. It may be justly presumed, that living as they 
do agreeably to nature, they are subject to fewer diseases than 
man in a civilised state. However, that they are not altogether 
exempt from the ills attending animal existence, was very obvious. 
' During l;he inclement and wet weather, at the commencement of this 
year,' observed Dr. Davis, ' a party of the Aborigines was discovered 
labouring under acute bronchitis, on a low neck of land near the 
western boundary of Raffles Bay. The sym}toms were n ery severe. 
During the continuance of the disease they were very abstemious. 
The only remedies which we saw them employ were (during the 
severity of the acute stage of the disease) cords tiecl very tightly 
round their head, and the frequent pouring of cold lvater on their 
heads. On one occasion the chief (Mariac, or Wellington) laid 
down on the sand, and caused one of his tribe to stand on his head- 
most probably for the purpose of deadening the acute pain he was 
suffiering. Several of these people have deep circular impressions, on 
their faces in particular, as if causefl by the small-pox. From the 
want of making myself understood, the nature of the disease lvhich 
produced these marks was not ascertained. 

"The natives described in language, or rather by signs, ' suffi- 
ciently significant,' the historv of this malady, xvhich they call ' Oie 
boie,' and which seems to be very prevalent among them. It evi- 
dently bears a resemblance, both in its symptoms and conseqllencess 
to small-pox, being an eruptive disease (attended with fever) leaving 
impressions it frequently destroys the eyes. I observed more than 
one native with this mark. I coukl not learn whether they used atly 
reme(ly except abstinence. They are aIso subject to ophthalmia. 

" Whether they hane any idea of a Su)erior Being, or of a future state 
of existence, it was impossible for 1ls to ascertain. It was easy enougil 
to exchange communication as far as re!gar(led objects evident to the 
external senses; but, as may be easily imagined by tilose conversant 
on the subject, any attempt to t;lk of abstract principles must have 
proved altogether fruitless and vain. When it is called to mind that 
the natives were just beginning to lay aside suspicion, and to visit 
the settlement without fear, not lorlg before it was abandoned, it will 
not seem strange that these particulars relating to them are so scanty 
and imperfect 

i' It is a curious circumstance tllat the natives inhabiting diSerent 
parts of New Holland, althollgh in form, manner, mode of lifE, and 
implements of svar, they have a striking resemblance, should possess 
not the least affinity in language. The dialect of this part of the 
coast is by no meaxis inharmonious; there is an evident difference in 
pronunciation betxveen the diSerent classes. It is also difficult to 
obtain the true sound of their words, a3 it frequently happened that 
if (the true sourld not being caught at sSrst) the word was repeated by 
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us as nearly as we could guess, they immediately adopted our mode, 
eitllex through indifference or complaisance; and it required some 
pain.s to obviate this apathy or over-politeness." 

RafXles Bay is ill the same parallel with Port Essington, and 
thirteerl miles east of it. It svas named by Captain King, in 
lS 18. The latitllde is 1 1? 12"<30" S. and the longitude 132? 26' E. 
It is of a circular form, the diameter being about three miles 
The bay is very shallow, having only from three to four fathoms 
water; and alo:lt, the whole of its eastern side it is shoal to the 
distance of three-quarters of a nlile from the shore, having at low 
water about a fathom at that distance; on the western side the 
water is deeper, the shore havint steep banks; on the eastern stde 
the shore is vely low, ith mud-banks ill fiont of it. There is 
a great deal of manglove aroulld Raffles Bay; the land is 
similar to that of Port Essill^,ton, but not quite so elevated; and 
from the circumscribed dimensions of the bay, its shores are not 
so Inuch refreshed by the sea breezes as those of the neighbouring 
port. The entrance to tlle bay is a mile and a half wide, and 
easy of access: but there is a sunken reef three miles north of 
the entrance, and tszo milebs distallt fiom the westeru shore. The 
vessel ill which I was touched upon it when going out of 
Raffles Bay; this reef, therefore, demands caution from vessels 
goin^, out or in. The entrarlce is also a little collcealed by 
Croker's Island (for vessels approachin; from the eastward), and 
canllot be discovered by ships coming from the west until that 
islalld is approached withill two miles. 

The lalld rollnd the settlement is low, but dry and well- 
wooded; there is 1lo mallgrove close to it (although there is 
much of tllis alollt, the southerll side); and there is a lont,, 
open sandy beach in front, where there is good fishinb with the 
sei1le. The soll is similar to what I have described in Port 
Essington alld Melville Island. 

There were lao traces of the Malays in Raffles Bay whel] I 
visited it, but afternards they made theil appearance. Two or 
three proas were induced to enter, and hal some repairs dolle to 
them; erhilst many othels, 1lotknowing there was a British settle- 
ment in tllat port, passed vithin sight, on their svay to Bowell's 
Stlait. The lolXowin7 year, hovvever, (1828)ulany more ventured, 
glad of being under protection of the British, as their dread 
of the natives had fornlerly alvvays deterred them fronl landing ill 
Raffles Bay. Sometimes, during tlle north-west lllonsoon, ten 
or twelve proas have been seen passint, in the course of a day, 
entering Bowen's Strait. 

Tlle objects of natural history beilog the same as at the two 
forllsel places, I shall pass them oser in silellce. 
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The climate is also the same; but the locality being drier, 
freer from swamps and mangro^7es, and more open to the sea 
breezes, was not so injurious to health as that of Melville Island. 
When the serious attack of scurvy (which I before 1llentioned) 
had subsided, the settlement continlled tolerably healthy until it 
was given up. It was only retained two years; the poplllation 
was generallv about seventy, and seven or eight deaths took place. 
It is probable there would have been more, had not fourteen very 
bad cases been removed from it in November, 1827, alld a few 
others in Atlay, 1828. Scurvy and ophthalmia were the prevailing 
diseases, but I cannot take upon myself to say what others ap- 
peared. 

With respect to the management of live stock at Fort Wellirlg- 
ton, I did not hear that the buSaloes suSered so much after bein^, 
imported, as they did at Dundas; and the pigs fattened well by 
feeding on roots which they foulld in and about the swalllpy 
ground. The marshy {lats near Fort Wellillgton were dry durint, 
part of the south-east monsooll, and never very deep, so that tlle 
pigs could easily grub throughout them; but on M:elville Island 
the marshes were several feet deep, and never dry; there, accord- 
int,ly, the pigs were only fat when house-fed. 

Both Raffles Bay and Melville Island were aballdoned in the 
same year (1829); and I sha}l conclude this memoir by offerin, 
afew renlarks on the occupatioll of the northeln coast of Aus- 
tralia. At present ( l834), that part of the territory of this exten- 
sive continent extending from Morton Bay on the east coast, to 
(iwan River on the west, and embracing all that part of Australia 
to the northward of twenty-five degrees of south latitude, is not 
only s?ithout at)y sillgle point of it beint, occupied, but a great 
part of its coast (to say nothing of the intelior) still remains to be 
surveyed. This line of coast, measuring all extent of upwards of 
three thousand one hundred miles (if reduced to a straight lille), 
possesses no good harbour (as far as has yet been asertained), witll 
the exception of that admirable one I have described on the Co- 
bourg Peninsula. This port is a central situatioll on the extent 
of coast alluded to; it is the nlost prominent palt of that coast, 
and the most northern point of Australia (Cape York excepted, 
which is in latitude 10? 37/ south). The coast to the westward of 
it, as far as 20? south, and evell farther, is a dangerous and inhos- 
pitable one, on account of the 1lunlerous islands, reefs, and shoals 
which lie alollg it, with extlaordinary and perplexing currents 
running amongst them; whilst the coast to the eastward, a.s far 
as Endeavour Strait, although probably more safely approachable, 
yet presents llO harbotlr of consequence; and if it did, tIley 
would be too far to tlle eastward to be conveniently situated fc)r 
commencing a trade with the eastern seas. 
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Port Essington is as the friendly hand of Allstralia, stretclled 
out towards the llortll, openly inviting the scattered islallders of 
the Javanese, Malayan, Celebean, and Chinese seas, to take 
shelter and rest in its secure, extellsive, and placid harbou; whele 
they may deposit the productions of their llative illter-tropical isless 
and receive ill exchanve the more improved manufactures of the 
natives of the temperate zone. If settlesl by some civilised nation, 
and Bell provided with such Europeall goods as are kllown to be 
in great demand by tlle illhabitants of the eastern seas, it wotllcl 
S0031 attlaCt their attention. The Blabis flom Celebes, and tlle 
traders of other islands in tllose seas, at presellt resort to Soura- 
baa, Penallt,, SillOapore, Delhi, alld Coipant, rllilllor, for such 
articles of supply as a.re reqtlired tllloubhout tlle Arcllipelat,o. 
They malie a tradirlg s7oya^,e lJoth ,oint, tc} alld returnill^, frotn 
these places, tol.ching at the diff( rent islands on their \07ay in the 
central anct eastern part of the A;chipela.,o- such as SIalldar, 
Kaili, WIacassar, Bonirati, New Guinea, Timor, Ceratn, Sandal- 
wood, fFlores, Bale, ]30rneo, and mally otllers. They pick up the 
produce of those islands, as also the produce of the fisheries on the 
coast of New Hollalld, alld exchallre them at the DL tch, English, 
and Portut,uese colonies, for Eurol?eall goods. The exports of tri- 
})allg, from aTHacassar, for the Cllilla lualket, accordil? to AIr. CraV- 
ford's calculatiol, amoullt anlltlally to seven thousalld peculst; 
and sell at frorn twenty to olle llundred alld tweoty dollals a pecul. 
Of pearl sllell, according to the sclme autllol, there is exported 
anllually to China, vi;i Sill(rapore, five tllousaIld peculs, at four- 
teell dollars a pectll. Tortoise-shell, cosries, alld shark-fills, also 
sell mell in (Chilla; the latter selling at thirty-two dollars a hU11- 

dred weight. Tbe tortoise-shell alolle whicI-l m!as brought to 
Sitlt,apore by the Bugis ill one year (186>6), alld sellt froln thence 
to Entlalld, amounted to sisteen thousalld poullds weiglt. the 
ljark of two species of mal?rove also sells well ill Chilla. 

I have palticulalised those orticles ill or(ler to show how valu- 
able a part of the trafficlsable collllnodities of the Bu7is traders is 
to le folllld Oll tlle llorthern coast of Australia and its neighbotll- 
ilsg seas. 'lthe sea around tlle island of Timor, and as far south 
as latitude 6'6?, aboullds witll the spermaceti zllale; alld the 
wllalels employed in that fishery, alld on the 1lortll coast of New 
Guillea, at present resol-t to l)ellli alld Coipant, for supplies and 
refreshment. According to Mr. Crawford's account, there are 
32,0()0 tons of shippil<, and 3200 seamell, esuployed in this 
fishery. Nor, so fille alld collvenle;t a harbour as that of Port 
Essillgton would certaillly be a xnost des.lable place of rendezvous 
for these whalers, particularly duritlg a time of war. 

* A pecul is 130 pounds weigllt. 
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At present, a gleat many vessels go frotn Port Jackson to Ma- 
nilla? Singapore, and Sourabaya, in search of cargoes for the 
European marketn and Joad theil ships with Chinese goods and 
the produce of the Indiall islands, deposited at Sint,apore and 
Sourabaya by the Bugis and other traders of the Archipelago. 
The articles brought fiom the Indian islands (many of which 
are exported to Europe) are cloves? notmegs, mace, pepper, rice, 
cottonX oil, indi^,o, tamarinds, betel-nut, gambier, antimony, 
cassia, ratans, drat,on's blood, calle, sapall-wood, turxneric? mother- 
of-pearl shell, tortoise-shells, sandal-wood, ebony, sago, bees-wax 
and honey, benzoin, ivory, camphory benjamin, birds of Paradise 
froln New Gllinea and islands llear it, stliped and tartan cotton 
cloths from Celebes, gold dust and ;old arsd silver btlllion, and 
many other articles 

For the China market, particularly, they brill^, tripaug, tor 
toise-shell, mother-of-pearl, shark-fins, - bircis'-nests, mangrove 
lJark eagle-wood hides, and a sea-weed called aga-a-gar. 
The European commodities which are exported ill return, ir the 
supply of the cential and easterllmost islands of the Archipelago, 
consist of chintzes, cambrics, plinted alld white cottons, balldy- 
coloured handkerclliefs, learldanas, velvets, broadcloths, iron and 
steel (both ullwrout,ht and manufactured), fire-arms and ,un- 
powder, earthenwal et alld <51ass. 

If a depot of these articles was established in a convenient place 
on the north coast of l!Tew Hollalld? sucll as Port Essington, 
the Bugis traders wotlld there filld it easy to dispose of theil car- 
goes in exchal^,e for the commodities they require; alld as the 
distance from Celebes to the Cobour^, Peninsula is only abollt 
760 miles-whereas the distance fiom that island to Sinvapore 
is 1200 miles-it would appear to me to l)e more convenient 
for them to lesort to Port Essillp;ton, than either to Jasa or the 
Stlaits of Malacca; and likewise, by the distance beirlg much 
shorter, they might be ellabled to supply the purchasers of their 
European commodities at a more reasonable rate than they do at 
present. The cost jtast noxv to the consumer is fronl 150 to 200 
per cent. on the prime cost. The Macassar fishermell wi}o came 
to the coast ot Ner HollandJ said, that Macassar was badly sup- 
plied with the llecessary marketable articles; and what could be 
procured were sold at exorbitant prices. 

As the maritime undeitakinc, of the illhabitants of the Archi- 
pelago never extend beyond the influenec of the periodical 
winds, and they are averse to venturino far from land Port 
Essington is the oIlly port of New EIolland that they can be ex- 
pected to carry Oll a traffic wit}l. The Chinese ploceed Oll a 
similar prilaciple; and as, by the ret,ularity of tlle monsoons, the;r 
jullks come to Macassar, Coipang, 'rinloln and Sourabaya, it 
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may be reasollably expected? that, with the certainty of finding a 
marketn they would venture also a femr hundred miles further, and 
would prefer a British port to eithel Dtltch or Portuguese. The 
Chil1ese junks reacTl the coast of Java, from Calltoll (a distance of 
1800 Iniles) ill iifteen days; the distallce fiom the centre of the 
north coast of Java, or about Samarant, to Port Essington, is 600 
miles; so, with the same rate of sailing, they collld reach Port 
l!ssint,ton in five days nlore; and they vvould have a iir wind all 
the waythe llorth-east srilld blowing ill the Chilla seas, alld the 
orth-svest wind plevailing to tT2e souttl of the equator at tlle same 

season, that is;> fIotn Novelnber to April. Several Chillese jtlllks 
trade to Macassars allel I should imat,il1e tllat their owners vould be 
=,lad to send them five ol sis dtlys f rtller sail to Port Essingtoll, 
provided they cotlld there filad all exchangeable zuedium for the 
productiolls of Chilla and be supplied with Eu}oDean ,oods. 

Havin3 thus sllosvll the advantat,eous position of Port Essint,- 
ton, with lespect to the Tlldian Archipelato, in a commelcial 
point of vieW7 arlTl stated tllat a ,reat lmlully ships to from Port 
Jacksorl to look fol czart,oes at AIallillaP SIl<^,apore and the pOIts 
of Java, Oll tbeir way to tlle tzo lattel places, I;eqelently passillb 
througSl rrorreS' Strait alld witllira a -vez+7 sholt distance of Port 
Essiw-lgton (probably tllirty or X: ty zziles)-may it llOt be pre- 
sumed, that if the sca.ttered productiolls of tile Archlpelap;o and 
Cllina were concentrated and cleposited ill Port ESSingtOIl, AS tlley 
are now at Sinvapore, that it ^outlu. be a ^,reat advalat;at,e for 
oltr ships to proceed tllere-for ca.r3oes, a.nd thereby sas?e In 

tltne in their lettlrn to Europe, avoidin3 the lellt,thened voyat,e, 
and shortenillg their letllrz rnomeD b^ 1700 or ^)600 lniles?t 
The staple produce ()f Winlol 55athitl a few days' sasl cxf Polt 
Essint,toll, nould most ol0j3aj31y fow into it as exchant,eable 
articles: collsisting; of bees-^z a x alld Xlorley, rise alld ltldian COrD, 

sandal-wood, and coppel T- however, do llot know thae coppelz 
1S exportod frolrl 'lnimol, bllt. it is founct there. 

Vessels sailir<, hon. Port Jackson can pass tllrougl1 Torres? 
Strait durillg the luonths o- R1a, June, J uly, Aut,ust, alld Sep- 
tember; but (ll}rilb the rest <f r;he year, hazy vveathel alld colltral) 
Will.S rellder that )assae. inlpracticable. veSsel5 apploacllillC 

Polt Essin^,ton frorll the rzZestwa sio.lld p:tss thlout,h the Stl.lits 
of Satnoo, by zZhich tlle <;lzeai te}Jar61s the rest elld of the Great 
Sahul Ballk is avoided. This approach is open at all tiaes of 
the yealn althout,h of collrse the rlln fiotn the Straits of Samoo 
to the Cobotlr^, Pcnillsula may b,e accotnplished irl three days 

* Singapore is fotlrteell (legrees luore to the llorthward thail P(zltEssingtoni and 
the nortil lrt of Luconia, lolmd whicrh ships gellerally go to Manilla from Port 
Jackson, is thirty (legrees nose to the }ort}lnYa-d- whicll will aceol.tllt for the difSer- 
ence of elistance cllluelell t(). 

N () 
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during the llorth-west nlonsoon, and will take sevell or eight days 
dulillg the opposite monsoon. 

A second advanta;,e which ould arise from the occupation of 
Port Essington would be the facility it would afford, from its 
central situation, to any future millute survey of the coast to the 
westwaral anct eastward, as also for exI)loring the interior of this 
extraordinary country, fi om the north; thereby adding to our 
geobraphical kllowledge, and probably opening a new {ield in the 
science of natural histoly. 

From its colltiguity to New Guinea (which islalld is only 
540 miles distant), it nlight possibly, at no very distant period 
carry on a lucrative trade with it also. As its barbarous people 
become civilized, they will require clothillg, utensils, and e^7ery 
mallufactured article itl use by their more cultivated lleighboul-s of 
the islands to the svest of them; and the satisfaction of illtlo- 
ducillt, the arts and comtorts of civilized natiolls alaonDst tllese 
unenlit,htened people, as also among,st tlle islands to the sotltll- 
east of :New Guillea-as New Irelalld, New Britain, Solomon's 
Isles, New LIebrides, alld New Caledonia-will devolve llpOlI 

whatever nation establishes a nvell-appoiilted settlement on the 
nortllerll coasts of Austlalia lthere are some fille islands also in 
Torles' Strait, rhere some srllall establishments for fishi] ancI 
taking tultle nzight be detached froln the prillcipal depot; and 
they might contribute lllaterially towards fslcilitatincr, the safel 
passage of ships thloLlgll tilose stlaits, the approach to whicll is 
attended with much dallt,er arld demallds great CAUtiOll. 

Ill a military pOillt of view, Port Essillgtoll also possesses 
advantages: it commands the palssage fi olll the South Sieas, 
tllrou^,-h Torres' Strait, to the Illdiall Ocean; it would be a rell- 
dezvous in time ot war for all vessels tradillC in the Indian Arclli- 
pelago; it would be a plae e of refreshlnellt fol otlr SllipS of \\7ar, 

on theil ssly fiom PoIt Jackson to Itldia l)etweell A!lay and Octo- 
ber, alld a place of call for vessels collveyii, tloops to inclia flom 
Sydney dulillt, the saule season. It would also be a relldezvous 
for our whalers ill the 'rimol Sea.s and amoIlgst the Polytlesi 
Isles; and voukl ultirna.tely become the capital of Nvrtl-sel ll 
Australin. Tts locality is ivell ad3.pted for the constluctioll of 
deferlsive works, and cl fesv would suffice for the protectioll of tlle 
erltl ance. 

If Polt Exsint,toll shollld eser be se-ttlee3, it nlust eventually 
carry on a commel cial iiltercollrse vith Asia, China, alld the 
intermediate islallds; alld if alrl iculture is cal ried C)ll ixl the 
Cobour^, Peninsula, as it voultl e, plos;7ided the Chillese allcl 
Maluls Xere ellcouraged to settle there, lts plodtletions beill,:, 
(lifferent fioln those of Europe, wo.lkl afiorcl other exchant,e.lble 
nledi; ior its lllanufactures arHl ploductions. 
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When I was in the Timor and Javanese seas, in 1829, I heard of sexeral instances of quarrels having taken place between tlle Indian Islanders and the masters of slllall European traders, as also the miscollduct of some of those captains of vessels, in their intercollrse with the islands of the Arcllipelago: these nlisunder stalldings arising gellerally fronl the European trader not bein^, acquainted witEl the customs of the Islanders in their modes of barter or sale. Such occurrences as these also telld to confirm me in a belief tlat a more profitable intercourse nvoultl be c3rried Oll with the Indian islands if a central depot was established, and the internaediate illte-rcoulse carried on between this depot and the islands by tlle native traders themselves. 
In conclusion, I sllall introduce an extract from Mr. Crawford's excellellt wolk Oll the Illdian Archipelago; and this gentlemall vwras nlost intimately acquainted with the resources and habits of those islanders, as well as with the productions and the manller of tradillg in tlle islands: 
4' In order to carry on an extensive intercourse with the Indian islands, a colonial establishment becomes the only means of effecting this object. Such a colony should be situated in tlle direct route letween the most civilized tribes of the Archipelago, and in the track of the navigation bet^reen the great nations of the i:ast and lVest. The harbour should be good, and the land fertile: a free trade, liberal administration, and SllCll a degree of reglllar government as would ensure security of persons and property, will ine+ritably ensure a large share of success. 
" 'rhere ought to exist the most unbounded freedom of commerce and settlement to persons of all nations and religions; and a pure and impartial admirlistration of a code of laws, suited to the state of such a colony, and adapted to the peculiar character of its varied popula- tion, should form the most important branches of the aflministration. A nloderate impost on external commerce which that commerce xvell protectecl should certainly afford-with the sale of public lan(ls, and an excise on vicious luxury, would afford a suicient revenue to defray the expenses of government and the charge of public works. " Such an establishment lvoulcl becolne a great emporium; the 

natil7e trader would find it the best and saCest malket to repair to; and the scattered productions of the Archipelago would be accumtl- lated and stored in it for the convenience of the distant and inex- perienced trader of Europe. The European voyager urould find it the best malket for his goods, and the sacrifice of a gIeat nominal profit 
EsZould be compensated by the expedition with lsrhich his busiiless ^rould be dispatched, and an immunity from those dangels and risks to which inexpe?rience must necessaxily commit him, in a direct inter- 
COUl'Se urith the natives." 
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